


T h e  GOOD NEWS 

More About Our Cover, + + 

T h e  new contemporary sculptured fountain was in- 
stalled early this year in  the formal Italian sunken 

garden in  front of fabulous Ambassador Hall, on  the campus 
of Ambassador College in  Pasadena. 

Many ideas, designs, forms and shapes of fountains were 
viewed and considered before letting the contract for the pro- 
duction of this massive work of art. T h e  fountuins vf Rome, 
London, Paris and New York were viewed. But i n  the end the 
design submitted by sculptor George Hall was chosen. It is 
entirely different from any that had been seen. It provides a 
tremendous and exciting play of water, causing it to come 
ALIVE with motion, with the sound of rippling, ydnqhing, fall- 
ing water. It forms, together with the pergola behind it, a 
spectacular back-drop for the elongated pool down the center 
of the breath-taking sunken garden. The pool is arched by a 
series of water jets. 

This  entire sunken garden i s  one of the outstanding 
examples of the magnificent landscaping that characterizes 
all three of the Ambassador Colleges. This  fine photo- 
courtesy of THE E ~ v o ~ - g i u e s  you a foretaste of the many 
lovely color photos of both campuses coming in  this year’s 
ENVOY. Send in your subscription NOW! 

Ambassador College Photo 

What our READERS SAY + , + 

Good News Comments 
“The full-color cover on T h e  GOOD 

NEWS was beautiful. It is thrilling to 
watch the improvements, not only in 
editorial content, but illustrations as 
well.” 

Mr. Richard L. W., Mississippi 

“I don’t like the paper you are print- 
ing T h e  GOOD NEWS on now-it is 
very hard on the eyes. I have also heard 
other members complain about it t o o -  
the softer paper is much easier to 
read.” Member, Colorado 

Yoti  iilill plotice thcrt there uye TWO 

KINDS of pnper. used i n  this mngazine. 
T h e  beginning FOUR pages and the 
ending FOUR pager dre priiitm? o n  n 

high-gloss pdper. This  is so the finest 
quality can be obtnined for  the color 

cover picture and other COLOR pictures 
on these pages. All the other pages- 
sixteen-are on  a DriLL-cnated pappr. 
This  paper is easy to read without 
a glare - yet also produces quality 
photos. This  compromise of two d i f -  
ferent papers is used to obtain the best 
QUALITY with the LEAST I N C O N V E N -  
IENCE to the reader. Readinx T h e  GOOD 
NEWS-OY many of our booklets- 
under an INdirect light will reduce what 
glare there is, and is also the best light 
by which to  read. 

New Bible Studies-Churches 
“I would likc to say that my family 

and the others who attend Sabbath serv- 
ices every week here in the newly es- 
tablished Odessa Church cannot begin 
to tell you how much the new church 
means to us.” M Y .  John H .  M., Texas 
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Inspiring Growth in God’s 
Church and Colleges! 
An additional ONE THOUSAND scattered brethren are now 
able to assemble regzclarly for the first time. Swift  PROGRESS 

is being made in College Building Program! 

of 

IT IS GOD which worketh 
p i  both to will and to DO 
his good pledsure” (Phil. 

2:13).  
Let us realize, brethren, that just as 

God literally WORKS in us to develop 
His spiritual nutiire and chamcter, so 
He most certainly WORKS in us in ful- 
filling the Great Commission given to 
His Church. For it is the Living CHRIST 
who hlesres and directs in building the 
much-needed facilities at His colleges 
and elsewhere for fulfilling the job to 
be done. 

It is Christ who culls and converts all 
of us in the first place. It is Christ who 
brings students to the Ambassador Col- 
leges. It is Christ who moues iipoiz and 
i u s p i w s  you members and Co-Workers 
to realize this is HIS Work, and causes 
you to send in His tithes-besides gen- 

by Roderick C. Meredith 

erous offerings-that buildings may be 
built, students may be trained, and that 
ministers may be piepaircl LU reed yvu 
and the ever-expanding Church of God 
everywhere. 

It is C h r i ~ t  who INsr Ims  Mr. Arm- 
strong and His other leading servants 
in planning the much-needed office 
facilities, campus facilities and other 
buildings needed to effectively DO the 
very Work of God which He is now 
accomplishing through human imtru- 
ments. 

For this is Christ’s Work-Tzot o w s !  

Building Progress on the 
Pasadena Campus 

Recently, Mayor Oakley of Pasadena 
and other officials joined Mr. Herbert 
W. Armstrong here on our campus for 
the ground-breaking ceremony of our 

ultramodern physical education plant. 
Donning a construction worker’s “hard 
hat,” Mr. Armstrong dug up a shovel- 
ful of dirt-thus “breaking ground” 
with a history-making flourish that 
markcd a milestone foi Ambassador 
College. With his effort, the FIRST MA- 

JOR CONSTRUCTION ever undertaken by 
Ambassador College in Pasadena was 
officially inaugurated ! 

As the entire Student Body looked 
on, reporters for the Pasadena Stai 

News and the Los Angeles Times scur- 
ried about making notes, taking pic- 
tures and recording this civic event. 
Next day, the Pasadena Star News-our 
major newspaper here-devoted fully 
one-hdlf of its third page to write up 
the projected expansion program of 
Ambassador College here in Pasadena. 
An artist’s conception of the new gym- 

Recent gymnasium ground-breaking ceremony. Pasadena’s Mayor Oakley and other officials join Mr. Armstrong and top men in God’s Work. 
Ambassador College Photo 



nasium was shown in the paper, photo- 
graphed with the contractors and vari- 
ous members of the administrative staff 
of the college. 

Even as this ground-breaking cere- 
mony was taking place, construction 
was already beginning! 

The roar of huge trucks and cater- 
pillars echoes from the lower building 
site where the new gymnasium construc- 
tion is in progress. Within a matter of 
only a f e w  hnurr, two or three homes 
and smaller out-buildings were wrecked, 
and the grounds were being cleared 
and re-landscaped for the new physical 
education plant. 

Meanwhile, plans and architects’ 
drawings are being made in prepara- 
tion for the already-designated construc- 
tion of our next priority need, the new 
dining hall to house the growing Stu- 
dent Body which is already jammed 
into the inadequate dining facilities of 
Mayfair. Next to be built is the beauti- 
ful “house of God”-the college As- 
sembly Hall which will become the 
meeting place for the Headquarters 
Church of God on earth. 

In addition to rapid progress on the 
new physical education plant, our new 
Press Building to house the giant 
presses destined to print T h e  PLAIN 
TRUTH as well as T h e  GOOD NEWS 

New gymnasium construction progresses rapidly. 

is approaching completion. One entire 
building has been torn down by the 
construction crew. Another smaller 
building is being constructed as the 
center of three-quarters of the electrical 
puwtr 011  campus. The floor has been 
thoroughly waterproofed to keep any 
and all water from reaching the equip- 
ment to bc installcd later. 

A new concrete floor is being laid 
on top of the old one in the large 
building which will house the giant 
press. Throughout the concrete on this 
new floor is an interlocking mesh of 
heavy-gauged steel - making the floor 
strong enough to be a testing area for 
a giant steam locomotive! 

Other smaller projects are under way 
on campus here in Pasadena as swift 
progress is made-day by day-in pro- 
viding much-needed facilities that  
Christ’s Work may go out to all the 
world with increasing POWER! 

Mr. Ted Armstrong Visits 
Foreign Offices and 

British Campus 

Accenting the world-wide scope of 
God’s Work, Mr. Garner Ted Arm- 
strong - accompanied by Mr. Ronald 
Kelly-recently visited our European of- 
fices and the British campus. From a 
stop-over in Texas-where they joined 

Ambassador College Photo 

Mr. Herbert Armstrong and others in 
laying definite plans for the location of 
the new Big Sandy campus site-Mr. 
Ted Armstrong and Mr. Kelly con- 
tinued on to New York and then to 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

After spending a day in Copenhagen, 
the men journeyed on to Duesseldorf, 
Germany-where our Geriiiari Office is 
located. They spent a full day there 
visiting the office and conferring with 
Mr. Frank Schnee, Office Managcr. 
Then on to Geneva, Switzerland, where 
they visited our Geneva office and our 
men there. After that, quick one-day 
stop-overs were made in Madrid, Spain, 
and in Paris, France, to gain personal 
insight into conditions in these capital 
cities destined to increase in impor- 
tance as the “Beast” power continues 
to rise in Europe. 

Arriving in London Monday night, 
they spent five busy days on the British 
campus-conducting assemblies, forums 
and classes-and preaching to the Lon- 
don Church on the Sabbath. They both 
arrived back here in Pasadena Sunday 
night with much news from the over- 
seas Work. 

As a result of his visit in Duessel- 
dorf, Mr. Ted Armstrong decided to 
send Mr. and Mrs. Gunar Freibergs 
over there immediately to help alleviate 
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some of the mounting pressure of work 
from the shoulders of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Schnee in the Duesseldorf Of- 
fice. Mr. and Mrs. Freibergs had been 
in Pasadena only a few months. They 
had come for advanced training and 
experience at God’s Headquarters after 
Mr. Freibergs’ graduation from Ambas- 
sador College in Bricket Wood. But 
now, as this article is being written, 
they should already be well-settled at 
their home or flat in Duesseldorf and 
servi72~ in the office there. Things 
certainly move fast, but God’s Work 
mast go forward! 

Leaders’ Conference-and O u r  
First Philippine Church 

Wedding ! 

Directed by Mr. Garner Ted Arm- 
strong, the first conference of our lead- 
ing representatives of God’s Church in 
the Philippines was conducted from 
January 31 to February 7. Everyone 
came to Manila where they were to 
meet with Mr. Pedro S. Ortiguero, our 
Philippine Local Elder, and all things 
went smoothly and the conference was 
a successful and happy one. 

Mr. Ortiguero reports: “The con- 
ference was a leaders’ conference. Five 
of our outstanding leaders in God’s 
Church in the Philippines conferred in 
a hotel room with the writer. The whole 
office staff in Manila attended, alter- 
nately. News of God’s Church and 
Work around the world, lectures on 
Church government, discipline and pol- 
icy were given, together with the dis- 

cussion of dctailcd questions on doc- 
trines-the 100 years after the Millen- 
nium, the questions of fasting and cook- 
ing rice on the Sabbath day, marriage 
problems, funeral problems, worldliness 
and other topics. The leaders were in- 
structed on church management and 
system, just as the agenda covered dur- 
ing the Ministerial Conference in Pasa- 
dena this year 

“There was a church picnic for the 
church leaders, sightseeing, and dinner 
in the home of the writer for all the 
leaders and office staff and all mem- 
bers in Manila. The leaders re- 
turned to their congregations happy and 
strengthened !” 

Also, Mr. Ortiguero has reported to 
us on the first Philippine Church wed- 
ding to take place in this era of God’s 
Church: “On February 12, Mr. Benja- 
min Ortiguero [Mr. Ortiguero’s elder 
son) and Miss Teresita Ricardo be- 
came husband and wife in the presence 
of Almighty God and 36 witnesses. 
The marriage ceremony was conducted 
entirely in the Ilocano dialect by the 
writer and in his home. Both the bride- 
groom and the bride were baptized into 
God’s Church just one year ago on 
February 24, 1963, by Mr. Gerald Wa- 
terhouse. 

“After the wedding a lunch was 
served for all and there was an abun- 
dance of food - Filipino dishes pre- 
pared by the family members of the 
bridegroom. After the lunch the couple 
together with several others drove to 
the Municipal Hall before the Justice 

of the Peace for signatuies uii tlir mar- 
riage contract. After this, the couple 
prepared for their wedding trip to last 
for about 10 days in thc beautiful 
mountain city of Baguio and the home 
town of the bride near the northern 
tip of Luzon Island. Then on to the 
home town of the bridegroom and back 
to work and housekeeping in Manila.” 

In reading this, all of us should cer- 
tainly REJOICE for the growth of God’s 
Work in the Philippines, and even in 
these personal matters such as this wed- 
ding. For even though the Work and 
the Church of God are small as yet in 
numbers there, God i z  pi.niu’diiig not 
oniy the spiritual blessings but even the 
physical mates needed to be complete, 
happy and balanced human beings in 
the service of our God ! 

Let us remember our Philippine 
brethren-and the Work of God there 
-in our thankful and earnest prayers. 

Over ONE THOUSAND 
Scattered Brethren 

Now Able to Assemble! 

As a result of starting the new Bible 
studies and churches decided upon dur- 
ing the Ministerial Conferences, a tre- 
mendous BLESSING has come to over 
one thousand scattered brethren. Now, 
for the first time, they will be able to 
assemble regnlarly in a nearby church 
or Bible study! 

Although some may have been able 
to drive long distances and attend one 
of our churches every month or two, 
this regzildr spiritual “meat” will be of 

New concrete floor for new Press  Ruilding 
Ambassador College Phofo 

Interior of new Press Building takes sliupe! 
Ambassador College Photo 
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inestimable value and encouragement to 
these brethren. Already, many thankful 
reports have come in to Pasadena Head- 
quarters as a result of these new meet- 
ing places made possible through Jesus 
Christ-AND through your faithful sup- 
port of the Ambassador Colleges in 
producing the trained ministers and 
servants so vitally needed to carry on 
the burgeoning ministry of God’s 
Church. 

Our new Bible study in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, started off with 106 in at- 
tendance! Conducted by Mr. Dean 
Blackwell with the assistance of Mr. 
Hal Baird and other ministers and 
elders, an inspiring meeting was held 
for these brethren-many of whom had 
never before assembled in a regular 
Sabbath service or Bible study with 
God’s people ! 

The new Bible study in Cedar Rap- 
ids, Iowa, started off with 60 in at- 
tendance and good prospects for future 
growth. It will be conducted on an al- 
ternating basis by Messrs. Dean Black- 
well and Bryce Clark-both of them 
District Superintendents in adjacent 
church areas. 

The first Bible study in Kearney, 
Nebraska, was conducted on March 15 
with 55 in attendance. Mr. Clark men- 
tioned that maizy more will probably 
begin to attend as soon as they are able 
to be visited by God’s ministers. 

Way up in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
the first Bible study was held on Febru- 
ary 23 with a total of 134 in attend- 
ance ! This is certainly encouruging 
since North Dakota seems such a re- 
mote area. Yet, many of our radio sta- 
tions reach into this area and God is 
calling many brethren there to join us 
as future kings and priests with Christ! 

The new Bible studies in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, and Columbus, Ohio, 
both started off with very f ine  attend- 
U ~ C ~ S .  There were 93 and 152 brethren 
in each of these areas, respectively, and 
Mr. Raymond Cole and Mr. McDowell 
report that much future growth is ex- 
pected ! 

With Mr. Tony Hammer presiding, 
the new Bible study in Austin, Texas, 
got off to a fine start with 56 in at- 
tendance. And in Roswell, New Mex- 
ico, Mr. Dave Albert began the new 

study there with a total of 61 in at- 
tendance. 

The new Church of God in Dan- 
ville, Illinois, started with only about 
62 present for the first services, but has 
already grown rapidly so that the latest 
attendance figures received show ex- 
actly one hundred brethren now at- 
tending in Danville ! 

The attendance figures at the rela- 
tively new Bible studies in Spokane, 
Washington, and Grand Junction, Colo- 
rado, show a solid increase with 129 
and 76 brethren in attendance at these 
studies, respectively. Up in Canada, the 
Toronto Bible study hit an all-time high 
recently with 150 in attendance! 

At Lexington, Kentucky, there was a 
very high first Sabbath attendance of 
201. This was a fine beginning for a 
new Church of God there. 

And , . . we have just received the 
very encouraging attendance figures for 
two more new Bible studies. The Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania Bible study began 
March 1 with 142 present. One week 
later, the new Bible study at Ashville, 
North Carolina, had a beginning REC- 
ORD attendance for a Bible study with 
164 present! 

Another new Bible study at Richland 
Center, Wisconsin, began with 120!  

Add all of these tzew areas together 
-with their attendance figures-and 
you collie up with well over ONE THOU- 

SAND brethren who have recently been 
enabled to meet together regularly in 
a church or Bible study for the very 
first time! When we think back on 
how many of us felt when we were 
unable to meet with God’s people, let 

us realize deeply the tremendous BLESS- 

ING this opportunity is for these hun- 
dreds of our formerly “scattered” 
brethren ! 

Substantial GROWTH 
in Established Churches 

and Studies 

As fast as our ministers can visit 
them, it seems, many hundreds of addi- 
tional brethren and prospective mem- 
bers are being enabled to attend God’s 
local churches and studies throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

A recent attendance record in New 
York City showed 594 brethren in the 
New York Church on February 1 5  ! Mr. 
Cole said the church is outgrowing its 
hall, and an additional church, perhaps 
in northern New Jersey, may have to 
be raised up to alleviate the situation. 
But these are the kind of “growing 
pains” which we enjoy hearing about ! 

Mr. Jimmy Friddle reports that 697 
brethren showed up for a combined 
Seattle-Tacoma Church service recently ! 
This is certainly indicative of the tre- 
mendous growth in that area-in addi- 
tion to the new Spokane Bible study. 

Back east, Mr. Arthur Mokarow re- 
ports record attendances on February 
22  of 316 in Detroit and 149 in To- 
ledo! So it looks like the Detroit 
Church is rapidly heading for the 500 
mark in attendance as are literally 
dozens of God’s other local churches 
in the United States! 

This inspiring growth in church at- 
tendance not only represents a blessing 
but a tremendous CHALLENGE to all of 

(PleaJe cunlinue on Pdge 21) 

Smiling ond happy faces of Kearney, Nebraska, Bible study congregation. 
Ambossador College Photo 



Did CHRIST Institute 
Church ORGANIZATION? 

As a member of the Church of God, do  yon have any obligation 
to an ORGANIZATION? Is church attendance, tithing, Holy 
Day observance and attendance at God’s Feasts REQUIRED 

of you? 

’VE NEVER been much for goin’ 
to Church !” one hears exclaimed 
from time to time. 

“I don’t belong to any ‘church’- 
they’re nothin’ but a social club!” you 
may have heard another say. 

If you’re like most members of God’s 
True Church today-you are pretty much 
disgusted with organized “churchianity” 
of this world! 

Maybe you used to be a member of 
one of the denominations. Perhaps you 
were not-perhaps you were siispicious 
of all this “church-going” and remained 
aloof. 

Perhaps you saw certain flaws in the 
minister of a false church, or didn’t like 
the way the people claimed to believe 
one thing, and actually practiced an- 
other. 

Religious Independents 

We  live in a basically “PROTESTANT” 

country. W c  arc the kind of people,  
who, by our very nntiir‘es, REBEL against 
strict authority ! 

W e  are natiivally suspicious of really 
strict and stern GOVERNMENT. 

As a result of our basically protest- 
ing,  our “protest-ant“ background, many 
of us are totally iiizfamiliar with any 
real CHURCH GOVERNMENT ! 

Today-many are “religious inde- 
pendents.” They feel “above” the 
“church-going” crowd around them- 
disdaining and spurning church atten- 
dance. Many of yon brethren of God’s 
Church have clearly seen the error of 
the worldly churches, and have been 
faithful to God’s commands to “COME 

OUT OF HER, my people . . .” (Rev. 
1 8 : 4 ) .  

YOU have now come out (we prayer- 

by Garner Ted Armstrong 

fully hope you really have!) of this 
organized confusion of the modern 
“Christian” world. 

But herein lies a great DANGER! 

Here is a pitfall! 
It could rob you of yozir salvation 

unless you truly recognize it, and make 
sure YOU are not trapped by it. 

If, brethren, any of you have carried 
this suspicion of ORGANIZATION, this 
hostility toward GOVERNMENT, this re- 
sentment of RULE,  this aloof, superior, 
suspicious attitude toward CHURCH - 
ATTENDANCE, TITHING, BEING SUBSER- 

VIENT TO A N  ORGANIZED, ESTAB- 
LISHED, CHURCH-then you possess 
a frightfully daugeroivs attitude! You 
have an attitude that could, literally, rob 
you of your crown ! 

Self -Sufficient ? 

Perhaps this basic attitude-this basi- 
cally “protestant” attitude is one which 
has actually HELPED bring you ozit of 
today’s false religions, into the glorious 
LIGHT of God’s True Church! 

But this brings us to a vitally impor- 
tant principle ! 

COULD IT BE THAT A FEW OF YOU 

HAVE THIS SAME ATTITUDE TOWARD 

GOD’S CHURCH? 
Maybe, unknowingly, you have carried 

this suspicion of organization, this reluc- 
tance to attend regular church services, 
this resentment and hostility toward a 
regular, established, organized BODY- 

a false “CHURCH”-right on over into 
the ONE AND ONLY TRUE CHURCH- 

the one Jesus BUILT! 

Brethren, some of you have! 
“YOU shall know them by their 

@ 1961 by Radio Church of God 
All rights reserved 

fruits!” said Jesus (Matt. 7 : 16). 
This is the Bible equivalent of the 

old saying “actions speak lozider that2 
words.’’ If you, by your actions, show 
you are a “religious independent,” sus- 
picious of any government or organiza- 
t ion within God’s TRUE Church, then 
it is plain YOU are one possessing this 
dangerous attitude. 

From time to time, on the summer 
baptizing tours Mr. Armstrong sends 
out from Ambassador College, this atti- 
tude of self-sufficiency is encountered. 

Some reason this way. They real- 
ized God demands they be baptized 
(Acts 2:38). They know,  and have 
proved carefully to themselves that bap- 
tism is REQUIRED for them. 

But,  their real contact with God’s 
Church has always been ONLY VIA THE 

RADIO OR THE PRINTING press. They 
have never before had any personal, 
individiial contact with God’s own 
servants, or those who are doing the 
Work of God for this age. 

Somehow, they would like to he 
baptized. 

They want to “get right” with God. 
Then, after they are baptized by our 

teams they seem to want the men sent 
out to baptize them to leave. They ex- 
pect their former contact with God’s 
Church to remaiiz the same as before. 
They have been hearing Mr. Armstrong 
or me persni?n//y. It is OUR voices they 
are used to hearing. 

Therefore, when they are told there 
i s  a lorn/  Chwrh near them- they are 

These cases are, thank God, few and 

Do you see, brethren? 
Because many have falsely assumed 

somehow RELUCTANT to attend ! 

f a r  between, but they h u e  orcarred. 
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this is rrierely “Mr. Armstrong’s work,” 
the single-handed work of a MAN 

whom the)’ regard as himself being a 
“religious independent,” they want to 
associate theniselves with that man ! 
They want to regnrd themselves as 
“believing like Mr ,  Armstrong docs,” 
or being a Co-worker with Mr. Arm- 
strong! But THEY DO NOT WANT T o  
COXZE U N D E R  THE ORGANIZATION, THE 

GOVERNMENT,  THE AUTHORITY OF THE 

CHURCH OF GOD A N D  ITS MINISTERS. 
Some yenrs ago, my brother, Mr. 

Richard D. Armstrong, wrote a similar 
article to this one. He  entitled it “YOU 

Perhaps the t’en.ron my brother (who, 
before his death, was one of God’s top 
Evangelists, Director of the Foreign 
Work, and Associate Editor of The 
PLAIN TR~JTH and GOOD NEWS) and I 
have e.rpecinlly noticed this tendency in 
some of you brethren is this: 

Many people simply ASSUME, since 
our names happen to be ARMSTRONG, 
that we are only “going along” with 
“Dad’s religion.” 

NOTHING could be further from the 
truth ! 

Mr. Armstrong and I are merely 
TWO of the MANY true ministers of 
the Almighty God, through whom He 
is carrying out HIS, not our, WORK! 

We are ministers in a highly organ- 
izcd, bona-fide, registered, recognized, 
official, CHLJRCH! That Church is the 
T R U E  CHURCH OF GOD founded by 
Jcsus. It is NOT “Mr. Armstrong’s 
Church.” It is NOT the church of some 
new “method” of government, called 
the “Methodist” Church. It is not a 
church emphasizing the second “advent” 
of Christ and so adopting the name 
“Adventist.” It is not the church of 
John the Baptist, not a church of any 
man, woman, or group of men and 
women! 

ARE hTOT A N  ARhfSTRONGITE !” 

It is THE CHURCH OF GOD! 

You Are a Member of a 
CHURCH ! 

I f  you have renlly repented, and have 
been baptized according to God’s com- 
mands, then you are a member of a 
Church ! 

That Church is ORGANIZED. It has 
many ministers, local congregations and 
its members are w.rponrible for certain 

DIVINELY imposed OBLIGATIONS ! 

Among those obligations which God 
makes plain THROUGH His Church 
are attendance regiilnt.ly, tithing, and 
complete and total submission to  
GOD’S government He has placed in 
His Church. 

Jesus said, “. , . I will build my 
Church” (Matt. 16 : lS) .  He,  Jesus 
Christ Himself, is the HEAD of that 
Church (Col. 1:1S; Eph. 1:22;  5:23) .  

There is only ONE True Church 
of which Jesus is the H e a d - ~ ~ r s  
Church ! 

“There is one body [the very body 
of Christ-the Church] and one spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling. One Lord, one faith [body 
of belief-system of doctrine-God‘s 
own TRUTH} one baptism . . .” (Eph. 

Y e s ,  IF you have L e m  truly repent- 
ant, and have been duly baptized by 
God’s own chosen servants, God has 
pnt  y o , ~  iizto His own TRUE CHURCH. 

“By ONE SPIRIT are we all baptized 
into one body . . .” ( I  Cor. 12:13) .  

Pctcr said only when w e  REPENT 

and are baptized can we receizie of 
God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Paul 
was inspired to write, “Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His” (Rom. S:9) .  

It is only through receiving of II i s  
SPIRIT-the spiritual beget td  to po- 
tential God-life that YOU BECOME A 

CHRISTIAN ! 
A n d  notice it - if you have re- 

ceived Hi s  Spirit, yon have AUTO- 

4 : 4 - 5 ) .  

MATICALLY BECOME A LITERAL, RE- 

SPONSIBLE hlEMBER OF A N  ORGANIZED, 

VISIBLE BODY-A CHURCH ! 

Is ORGANIZATION of the Devil? 

Today, we are living in a world of 
“organized confusion!” It is in chaos, 
disagreement, darkness, confusion. But 
it is ORGANIZED. 

The governments of this world, their 
military arms, their police forces, their 
educational systems, their complex, in- 
tricate business and social strata are 
highly organized. 

Satnn is the god of this world (I1 
Cor. 4 : 4 ) .  H e  is the author of i ts  sys- 
tems, its governments, its religions 
(Rev. 12:9). 

Satan has a KINGDOM (Matt. 12:26). 
It is called “BABYLOS THE GREAT!” 
(Rev. 1 7 : 5 ) .  

But Satan’s kingdom is a rnixt.vre of 
good AND evil. The Devil is the arch- 
counterfeiter ! H e  cleverly MIXES truth 
and error, bad and good, right and 
wrong, to nlloiu the human mind to .fee 

the  good, but to be deluded, to be 
blinded to the bad! 

Some suppose all CITIES to be EVIL 

-of Babylon, of this ii,othl. And-true 
enough-all of THIS WORLD’S CITIES 

ARE EVIL.’ But GOD HIMSELF IS LIVING 

IN A CITY! He is going to bring the 
WHOLE COMPLEX, HIGHLY DEVELOPED, 

BEAUTIFUL CITY TO THIS E A R T H !  

(Rev. 21:2). 
Mayhe you have supposed all con- 

nected with the militat~j~ is inherently 
EVIL. But God is an organizer of 
ARMIES, believe it or not! (Rev. 
19:14) .  Jesus showed when His King- 
dom comes to this earth, then will His 
servants FIGHT (John 18:36 with Rev. 

The WRONG thing about military 
organizations is their goal! The], are 
organized for the purpose of KILLING, 

of destroying, of going to war. 
Actually, there is no enrthlj system 

closer. to the real Government of God 
than that of the military. Soldiers are 
taught absolute, unquestioning obedi- 
ence to their superior officers-and fail- 
ure to comply brings severe penalties ! 

No, brethren-or~aizizdtioiz, depnst- 
mentnlization, order, S Y S T E M ,  are OF 

GOD, not of the Devil. 
“For God is not the author of con- 

flision, but or PEACE, as in all churches 
of the saints” ( I  Cor. 14:33) .  

The word inspired by the Holy Spirit 
in this scripturc for “peace” conies from 
the Greek word “eirene” which, accord- 
ing to the Exhaustive Concordance, and 
the Greek-English Dictionary, means 
“nnitj, concord, HARMONY !” 

Yes, God is the Author of Govern- 
ment, of harmony, organization, system, 

19: 11-16). 

ORDER. 

God’s Government Works ! 

God governs His Church-not any 
man! Jesus Christ the Son is its Living 
Head. Below Christ are Apostles, 
Prophets (though not occupying an ad- 

(Please contintie on page 1 s )  



In God’s Church? 
How can widows serve in the Church? What  is the special class 
mentioned in I Timothy 51 And what about the support of 
widows-whose responsibility is it? You will be surprised to 
see how much 

N GOD’S CHURCH today there are 
hi/izdi~d.l- of widows. Some are 
younger widows who hnve recent- 

ly lost their husbands. They may have 
small children at home. There are oth- 
er widows who have lived alone for 
many years now. But, whether young or 
old, widows have a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to .rei.w. 

Have you, as a widow, ever won- 
dered whnt p i /  coiild d o  to better 
SERVE in the Church of God?  Have 
you felt, because you are a woman, 
there is not much for you to do?  YOU 
need to realize what a i~itnlly impor- 
tnnt part you can play in the church 
and how you can better qualify to be of 
more  .reriljce in the coming Kingdom 
of God! 

All the rest of the members of God’s 
Church need to learn their definite RE- 
SPONSIBILITY toward the widows, as 
well. 

I 

Widows in the Bible 

God has inspired His servants to 
write about several specific examples 
of widows. These examples even mime  
the widow in some cases. Notice how 
Atzm served God in Luke 2:36. “And 
there was one Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Aser: she was of (I gwnt age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from 
her virginity; And she was a WIDOW 

of about fourscore and four years 
{eighty-four), which departed not from 
the temple, but .rerzwrt God with fas t -  
.k<ys and ,/ivap~rs night and day.” 

Anna, well up in years, has become 
an example of how to serve God. This 

the‘ Bible h2s to say about these important 
questions! 

by Ronald Kelly 

is an example of a very old lady.  With 
all her heart and might  she wanted to 
SERVE God. 

She was not able to go out into the 
cold and rain to serve the brethren in 
times of sickness or need. She prob- 
ably could 170 lotzge, knit or sew tor 
those who needed clothing. The grmt -  
est service she could render God’s 
Church and His people was PRAYER 

and FASTING! She did zot  feel left out 
or incapable of serving. And by fnrtiizx 
often, along with her pvayers, she be- 
came an EXAMPLE for all generations 
to come. 

Many widows begin to feel  they can- 
not serve effectively because they do 
uo t  hnve large incomes and cannot send 
in large amounts in tithes and offer- 
ings. But have you ever stopped to 
think that by your PRAYERS God caiz 
and zidl provide Co-Workers  who can 
send in Iurge amounts in tithes and of- 
ferings? Ask God specifically to provide 
tithe-payers who are able to send in 
one hundred dollars or even one thou- 
sand dollars a month. Mr. Armstrong 
really means it when he asks you to 
pray for the NEEDS of the Work, as 
well as to contribute what you are able. 

The Widow’s Mite 

Another example God gives us in 
His Word is the poor widow Mark 
writes about in Mark 1 2 : 4 1 .  Here is a 
prime example of ATTITUDE and 
service: “And Jesus sat over against 
the treasury, and beheld how the peo- 
ple cast money into the treasury: and 
many that were rich cast in much. And 
there came a certain poor widow, and 

she threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing. And he called unto him his 
disciples, and saith unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, That this poor zuidozu 
bath cast moj’e in, than all they which 
have cast into the treasury: For all they 
did cast in of their abundance; but she 
of her waizt did cast in all thnt she 
had, even all her living.” 

This widow had her heart so much in 
God’s Work that she was willing to 
sacrifice and go zc’ithont so she could 
be a part of the very WORK OF GOD. 
A widow is not capable, generally, of 
payins large tithes and giving offer- 
ings. But when a widow does give of 
her need, it is pleasing to God and 
there will be blessiugs and reward for 
this kind of serving, humble attitude. 

Never  underestimate the POWER 
and the MIGHT which God has. He  
is able to take the smallest offering 
and accomplish the greatest possible 
amount of work through it. As Mr. 
Armstrong has written in Co-worker 
letters, when one dollar is contributed 
to the Work of God, it reaches many 
hundreds of people when it is used to 
purchase radio time. So, although your 
offerings may be small, a tvemendous 
amoiint is being accomplished through 
those offerings. 

Tabitha’s Example 

Another fine example of a widow’s 
.rewire is found in Acts 9:36. “Now 
there was at Joppa a certain disciple 
named Tabitha, which by interpretation 
is called Dorcas: this woman was fn// 
of good wods  and almsdeeds which 
she did. And it came to pass in those 
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Notice the qualifications for serving 
in this special enrollment in I Timothy 
5 : 9 .  “Let not a widow be taken into 
the number under threescore [sixty] 
years old, having been the wife of one 
man, Well reported of j o r  good iiwk.r; 

if she have brought up children, if 
she have lodged strangers, i f  she have 
washed the saints’ feet, if she have re- 
lieved the afflicted, if she haw dili- 
gently followed eziery good i i w k . ”  

Not every widow in the church 
could scrvc in this spccial cnrollmcnt; 
she had to, first of all, be sixty years 
of age. All her children would be 
grown and perhaps married or away 
from home at this time. Also, an elder- 
ly widow such as this would present 
no kind of evil appearance as she trav- 
eled in a small group to serve the 
brethren of the church. 

But t iof ice  thP nthpi, qudl?f jr( i t ;nJi.r !  

She had to be a DEDICATED and 
SINCERE woman. She couldn’t be the 
kind who showed concern only for her- 
.self and her. past life. She needed to be 
the type who enjoyed having company 
and sewjiz,? in the home. She had to 
have a siizcere desire to DILIGENTLY 
FOLLOW all the laws of God! 

In the Church of God today, we do 
not have this special roll of widows 
to travel with the ministry. But thir 
does not  ~izecliz there is no need for 
this special service widows can perform. 
Most of God’s ministers are married 
and have their own families. Their 
wives often travel with them as they 
visit the brethren and there has been 
no urgent need for this type of service 
from widows. 

But this .sewice does not have to be 
restricted to the ministry alone. Widows 
over sixty who hare these qualifications 
can be of great service in each local 
congregation to the brethren. We  may 
not have a special class of widows 
which we recognize or call by a particu- 
lar title, but nizy widow can render her 
services to help the brethren. In fact, 
EVERY widow ought to try to live up 
to the standards and requirements of 
this Jprcicil C ~ U J J  u/  widowJ. 

W h a t  About the Younger 
Widows? 

There are times when a younger 
woman with small children will be 

days, that she was sick, and died: wliorrl 
when they had washed, they laid her 
in an upper chamber. And forasmuch 
as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was 
there, they sent unto him two men, de- 
siring him that he would not delay to 
come to them. Then Peter arose and 
went with them. When he was come, 
they brought him into the upper cham- 
ber: and nll the ri;dozi’.r stood by him 
weeping, and sheiuin<q the coats aizd 
<qnrmeizt.r riihich Do1,cn.r nande, while 
she was with them. But Peter put them 
all forth, and kneeled down, and 
prayed; and turning him to the body 
said, Tabitha, arise. And she opeizeil 
her eye.r: and when she saw Peter, SHE 

Here was a zenloiis zi’idozu who was 
so loved BECAUSE OF HER SERVICE 
that God saw fit to even resnri‘ect her 
from the dead! This was a witness to 
all around, and ~ m n y  believed beca.vse 
of it. But God chose a particular ruidozu 
to serve as this witness because she was 
so well-known and riiell-loiied by many 
people. 

Dorcas was able to spend her time 
serving the brethren. She made gar- 
ments and coats and saw to it that 
the brethren of the church were well- 
clothed when there was a need. 

Dorcas was not as old as Anna, 
whom we read about earlier. She was 
probably agile enough to spend mich 
of her tjtize sewing and making cloth- 
ing and 1-nriug J U T  u h e r s .  Because of 
her tremendous zeal and her n t t i t d e ,  

she also has been mentioned by iznine 
in God’s inspircd Word. It is the ex- 
ample nll of the widows in God’s 
Church today should follow ! 

There is somcthing for widows to 
do! Widows should begitz NOW to see 
the opportunities that surround them. 
If a widow is physically able, she can 
be as Dorcas who made clothing, 
cooked, and cared for the sick. A 
widow can always give her “widow’s 
mite” to the Work of God, even 
though her tithe and offering is gen- 
erally only a small amniint nf what nth- 
ers are able to give. A widow who is 
well up in years and not able to physi- 
cally contribute much, can spend much 
time in fn.rtin<y and PRAYER for others 
AND FOR THE WORK OF GOD! Through 

SAT UP!”  

these services, a widow not only quali- 
fies for the Kingdom of God, but lives 
the remaining years of her life on the 
earth in true happiTirJJ, realizing she is 
doing a service. 

Some Widows to  Teach 

Women must realize it is not their 
responsibility to hold offices of au- 
thority in God’s Church. God inspired 
Timothy to write, “But I suffer [per- 
mit) not a woman to teach, nor to 
iisiirp [have) authority over the man, 
but to be in silence” (I  Tim. 2 :12 ) .  
A woman caiztaot hold the o f f ice  of 
teacher ouer a d d  metz,  or in the 
church. But notice, in Titus 2:4, how 
a woman cai2 have part in teaching: 
“That they [the older women] may 
teach the y o m g  tilomen to be sober, 
t o  l o w  their hnsbntzds, to love their 
children, To  be discreet, chaste, keep-  
ers at home, good, obedient to their 
own  hasbnizd.r, that the word of God 
be not blasphemed.” 

You widows or older women have 
a responsibility to TEACH the younger, 
teen-age girls as well as the newly 
married young wives in the church. 
This is not the kind of teaching that 
is done from the pulpit as a minister. 
But this is the kind of personal iu.rtrnc- 
tion, eucoi/i,agemeizt, impir,&mj and 
EXAMPLE that a widow can give 
right in her oriin home or as she visits 
with the young women in the church. 

An older woman has lived many 
years and experienced all the things that 
a young girl has yet to look forward to. 
This is of great value. God inspired 
His servant Paul to instruct the older 
women not to neglect this impor tmt  
part of qualifying for the Kingdom of 
God-to be able to teach [he yozuigei’ 
zuowzeiz not to make mistakes and hozu 
t o  be happy! 

A Special Class of Widows 

If a widow could meet certain qnali- 
ficntiotzs, the Apostle Paul actually had 
a special class of widows who traveled 
with him-or with others in the min- 
istry-to help serve as they traveled. 
Their job was taking care of the cook- 
ing, washing, ironing, and other rou- 
tine duties which would allow Paul and 
the other ministers to be free to devote 
time serviiig in the ministry. 
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widowed as a result of death or an ac- 
cident. Naturally, for many months or 
for a few years, a young widow goes 
through a period of adjustment with- 
out a man to be head of the family. 
There are times when this young wom- 
ari will hiiw t o  ~o to  work to provide 
for herself and her children. There are 
literally tbou.rmd.r of women in this 
world who have had to do just this- 
and even apart from God’s law have 
been s.vcce.r.rfu1 in rearing their children 
and providing a proper living for thcm. 

However, there are times when a 
young widow realizes the need for the 
children to have a father, and in some 
cases, it is not wrong for these young 
widows to want to ? J ~ C W J , .  The Apostle 
Paul said in I Timothy 5 : 1 4 ,  “I wi/l 
theref ore that the yomger w0112ei1 
?izni.ry, bear children, guide the house, 
give none occasion to the adversary to 
speak reproachfully. For some are al- 
ready turned aside after Satan.” 

A young widow in God’s Church- 
who is thoi~oicghll~ coui~cv~fed-will put 
this in God’s hands! Far too often, a 
woman will simply “seek a husband.’’ 
Sometimes, she will pay no attention to 
the ndilire of God’s mini.rfer.i and con- 
sequently will find herself in a very 
unhappy marriage. 

Every young widow shoiild clo nll 
within her power. to make provisions 
for herself and her children. If she is 
being diligent and faithful to the Word 
of God, God will .ri/ppIy ull her, iieects. 
If by patieiit and comfaiz f  PRAYER, 
and if i t  is God’s will, He  will s~ipply 
the proper head of the family to be 
a stepfather and Iiuhand. 

In every case, a young widow needs 
to be constantly aware of the tempta- 
tions that surround her and not 10, its 

Paul said, “turn aside after Satan.” 
Remember the attitude and problems 

some young widows might have in I 
Timothy 5:13, “And withal they leuriz 
to be idle, wandering about from house 
to house; and not only idle, but tnf- 

tlers also and h//.ii,bodie.r, speaking 
thi i2p which they oi/,yht ?iot.” This, 
brethren, is the common tendenq- 
this is what is likely to happen-when 
young widows are not diligently tryifig 
to  meet the.ii, ? ~ ~ ~ . s ~ ~ o ? i . ~ i ~ ~ f i f ~ e . r ,  both to 
their family and to God. 

The goal of a young widow should 

not be marriage-it should be to 
meet the responsibilities which have 
now been laid upon her and to 
yiinlify herself f o r  the Ki?zgdom o f  
God. Her goal is the same as the goal 
of any Christian-to be born again! 
Her responsibilities very likely will re- 
quire her to be out working and earn- 
ing a living to support her children, if 
there are no  visible means of support 
otherwise available. 

Our Responsibility 
to the Widows 

so far, we have seen how a widow 
can serve and help in thc church. We 
have read many scriptures on how a 
widow can better qnnlify to enter God’s 
Kingdom and be happier here and 
now as she serves in God’s Church. 
But what about the rest of us in God’s 
Church? What about some of n~ who 
might hare mothers or grandmothers 
who are widows and also who are mem- 
bers of God’s Church? What can we 
do if  a widow has need? 

The very heart and core of a Chris- 
tian life is summed up in James 1:27.  
“Pzire ieligioiz and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, TO VISIT 

THEIR AFFLICTION, and to keep him- 
self unspotted from the world.” 

Yes, each member of God’s Church 
has a pnr.ticdar respoi2,ribilitl, toic’aiA 
the iuidou-as well as the widows hav- 
ing their responsibility to serve and 
help the other brethren when it is pos- 
sible. The whole reason for living a 
Christian life is to be of ser.iGce.’ Jesus 
Christ said that if we wanted to be 
great in the Kingdom of God, we must 
he a seriJnnt. 

In the sixth chapter of Acts, the 
early New Testament Church was 
faced with a situation that resulted in 
thc sclection of Deucu,riJ for God’s 
Church. Notice it beginning in Verse 1, 
“And in those days, when the number 
of the disciples was multiplicd, there 
arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
against the Hebrews, BECAUSE THEIR 

DAILY MINISTRATION. Then the twelve 
called the multitude of the disciples 
unto them, and said, It is no t  reasnn 
that we should leave the word of God, 
and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, 

T H E  FATHERLESS A N D  WIDOWS IN 

WTnOWS W E R E  NEGLECTED IN T H E  

look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Spirit 
and wisdom, zi’hom w e  mny nppoint 
over this bzisiuess. But we will give 
ourselves coi2tiiziiall~’ to p r q e r ,  and to 
the ministiy of the zuord.” 

Then,  seven men were selected to 
fulfill the off ice of Deacoiz in order to 
allow the ministers to have time to take 
care of the spiritual duties they would 
have in serving God’s people. In the 
very beginning years of the church the 
need to help .rest;e widows was pointed 
out. And because of the need to serve 
widows, the office of Deacon was ac- 
tually inspired. 

Looking Ahead Is Wise 
Many of you reading this article are 

now married. W e  trust every converted 
member of God’s Church will read this 
article to learn. Even though we don’t 
like to think of it, we must ull realize 
that it is possible that sometime in the 
future o w  ii’ii’es will be zi’idowed and 
left without financial support. What is 
your obligation to your wife and fam- 
ily? In the Bible, God says a righteous 
man will lay up for his children and 
his grandchildren. God shows that suu- 
jng fo r  the fiitiire is a right principle. 
He  also gives us the example in Prov- 
erbs of the ant who goes out in the 
summer and wor.ks diligeiitly t o  lny tip 
aheud for the coming winter. This i.r 
aiz example fo r  zis! 

Many have wondered about l i f e  iiz- 
sziruizce. About two years ago, Dr. Her- 
man L. Hoeh wrote an article for The 
GOOD NEWS magazine on this very 
subject. All of you should be certain 
you have read that article. It is a wise 
man who will spend only a few dollars 
a year to provide fur urgent needs and 
family support should his life be taken. 
Far too often we do not think of these 
things and our families can suffer 
greatly should an accident occur in our 
lives. 

If You Have a Relative 
That Is a Widow 

D o  you know that if you have a 
relative iiz  god'^ Chnrch who is a 
zuidozu and has no means of support, 
you have a direct obligation to her 
according to the Scriptures? Notice it 
once again in I Timothy 5:4, “But if 
any widow have chilrlreu or nephews 
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year. It is set up on the same tithiug 
principle. Notice it in Deuteronomy 
14:22,  “Thou shalt truly tithe all the 
increase of thy seed, that the field 
bringeth forth year by year. And thou 
.rhult ent before the Lord thy God, in 
the place which he shall choose to place 
his name there, the tithe of thy corn, 
of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the 
firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; 
that thou MAYEST LEARN TO FEAR THE 

LORD THY GOD ALWAYS.” 

This tithe is to aid you in travel 
expense and nzenls for the annual Feast 
Days held every year-especially the 
Feast of Tnheuzucles. Howcver, did you 
notice that this tithe is not for the work 
of the ministry-rather it is for ezjei’y 

h7(J i idmd to eat and to enjoy. Yet, to 
insure attendance at these Festivals and 
to be sure all of God’s people are prop- 
erly taught-God instituted thiz “SET- 

O N D  T I T H E ”  as an absolute LazLl! 

[this should be translated Rrutzdchil- 
dreiz), let them [the children and 
grandchildren) learn first to shew piety 
{or kindness) at home, and to requite 
[o f f e r  .r/ ip/iort fay) their parents: for 
thnt i.r ~ ‘ o o d  uiid acceptable before 
God.” 

Yes, if a widow in God’s Church 
has children or grandchildren ziho are 
tilso iiz the ~hntxh, those children have 
a DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY to provide for 
the support of that widow if  there is no 
other way for her to bc supported. And 
notice again in Verse 16, “If any maiz 
or zoomnti that believeth have widows, 
let them velieue them, and LET NOT 

THE CHURCH BE CHARGED; that it may 
relieve them that are widows indeed 
[or who have no other means of sup- 
port).” And again in Verse 8, “But 
if any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of hi.r ozo?z house, he 
hath denied the fuith, and is WORSE 

Some members of God’s Church have 
neglected this. Some have not realized 
before this direct vespotisibility placed 
on ezwy  menzber of God’s Church if 
he has a mother, mother-in-law, or 
grandmother who is converted. In other 
words, a zcirlozi~ who has relatives in 
the Church of God is 170t eligible for 
third-tithe support from the church. If 
this situation exists with any of you, you 
should begin as quickly as possible to 
t.eliew this ohligntioiz f r o m  the chzirch 
and begin TO SUPPORT YOUR WIDOWS 

so you will receive God‘s blessing for 
being completely obedient to all of His 
laws. 

Plan for the Future 

T H A N  A N  INFIDEL.” 

Today’s present society offers many 
provisions for the care of widows. First 
and foremost, every family ought to con- 
sider this need while all members of the 
family are still living. As mentioned 
before, life iiisziraizce is a possible an- 
swer. Srli’itz‘q.r and investment in proper- 
ties for future need is another solution. 
However, for those who are ulreudy 
widozr’ed and have not been able to 
have these savings set aside, there are 
means of support offered by our gov- 
ernment. 

Most working people have paid into 
the SOCIAL SECURITY plan. Social 
Security is a payroll deduction plan 

where every employee must pay a cer- 
tain amount of each check for his re- 
tirement in old age or toward support 
of his widow should he die. The em- 
ployer has contributed to this fund as 
well. In case of need or old age, every 
family is left with a small income on 
which they can get by. In most cases, 
Social Security is reqnired, and many of 
you have been paying benefits for many 
years. Many widows in God’s Church 
are supported today by Social Security. 

Another means of support for wid- 
ows and elderly people is the OLD 
AGE PENSION. ’This is a tax-sup- 
ported plan set up by the United States 
Government. All of us pay taxes. W e  
are to render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and this we gladly 
do for the privileges of living in our 
country. If a widow is left zuithozit 
support or a person reaches old age and 
has no means of income, our tux dol- 
lurs can szipport them in part by the 
Old Age Pension plan. 

If neither Social Security or Old Age 
Pension can be received, there are gen- 
erally Coziizty and Cztj W e l f a r e  Ageiz- 
cies which offer support to elderly peo- 
ple and to widows. This is also a tax- 
supported plan and members of God’s 
Church have every right to be supported 
through this means if it is necessary. 

The Tithing System 

In addition to what the government 
of each country sets up to support those 
in need, God has seen Tit iri Hi5 law 
to establish a cpeciul fzmd to provide 
for the support of fatherless children, 
widows, strangers and the Levitcs who 
have need. 

God has always financed and sup- 
ported HIS WORK by a system called 
tithing! This is God’s way to do things. 
A tithe is one-tenth of a person’s in- 
come. First of all, one-tenth of every 
wage-earner’s income is not really his 
at all-BUT IT IS GOD’S. This tithe is 
clenidy demonstrated in the Bible to be 
used only for the WORK OF THE MINIS- 

TRY and the publishing of the Gospel 
around the world. It can be used for no 
other purpose! If it is held back we are 
robbing God! (Mal. 3:s-12). 

In addition to this tithe for the work 
of the ministry, God has liberally pro- 
vided a plan f o r  ozir ziacation every 

The Third Tithe 

On this same tithing principle, God 
has established the means whereby wid- 
ows and others in need can have pro- 
vision. Notice it in Deuteronomy 14:28,  
“At the end of three j8enr.r thou shalt 
bring forth all the tithe of thine in- 
crease the .same jeav [the third year], 
and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 
And the Levite, (because he hath no 
part nor inheritance with thee,) and 
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
WIDOW, which are within thy gates, 
shall come, and shall eat and be satis- 
fied; that the Lord thy God may bless 
thee in all the work of thine hand 
which thou doest.” 

Here, then, is the “THIRD TITHE.” 

This tithe is not taken every year as 
are the first and second tithcs. This 
tithe is to be taken only in the third 
and sixth year of a seven-year cycle. 

In other words, the third-tithe year 
for every member of God’s Church 
who is a wage-earner and has an in- 
crease is to be paid only /zoo y e m r  ozit 

of every .rezieiz jeunr-the third and 
sixth years. These years are generally 
counted from the time of one’s baptism. 
So, the third and sixth years after an 
individual is baptized are his third-tithe 
years. The tithe of that year is given 
to God’s Church for the support of the 

(Please cotz thme 011 puge 21)  



IS THE BIBLE 
A Protestant Book? 
Did God entrnst the Protestant reformers with the N e w  Testa- 
ment text? Did He now allow Protestant scholars to discover 
the original unndulternted words of the Apostles? Are PROT- 

ESTANTS the gaardians of the N e w  Testament? 

by Paul Kroll 

P ,ROTESTANTS CLAIM that:  “The 
gudrdianship of the Greek New 
Testament passed f r o m  the Greek 

Church to those who were MORE FAITH- 
FUL to its teachings, namely, t o  evarr- 
gelical Protestants. 

“Consistently Christian textual criti- 
cism, therefore, is truly Pvotestunt. In 
the Protestant Reformation, God sum- 
moned men to return to the holy scrip- 
tures” (Edward Hills, The King J4me.r 
Version Defended!,  pp. 19, 2 1 ) .  

Is this belief true? 
Are Protestant theologians now re- 

.rponsible for the true text? Have Prot- 
estant scholars, by means of textual 
criticism, the ability to find the nrfunl 

words written by the Apostles? Should 
we as God’s people rely on THEIR 

FINDINGS as to which text or translation 
to use? 

The Scholars Search 

Biblical scholars have long sought to 
unearth the actual text - the “real 
words” written by the Apostles. Critics 
have labored to reconstruct the trzre 
text  of the Bible under the assumption 
that the Apostles’ original words had 
been perverted in the centuries after 
their deaths. 

“The task of textual criticism . . . 
is to try to extract the actzal words 
written by the Apostles and the Evan- 
gelists from the great mass of divergent 
manuscripts in which their works have 
been preserved” (Handbook to  the 
Textual Criticism of the N e w  Testa- 

Copies of Tyndole’s English New Testament 
burned. The place was London, England. It 
was called: “A burnt offering most pleasing 

to Almighty God.” 
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metit, by Frederick Kenyon, p. 6 ) .  
Men-apnrt from God’s guidance- 

have sought to find the true text of 
your Bible. Guided by their own hzman 
ven.rou they have rummaged through 
bits and scraps of musty manuscripts. 
In the rubbish hcaps of decaying paper 
and papyrus-scholars have spent z m -  
to ld  horus hovering over reams of man- 
uscripts - in order to reconstruct the 
original documents the Apostles wrote. 

But this has been an impossible task! 
“It is a task at  once hopeful and 

hopeless. Hopeful because in so great 
a crowd of manuscripts . . . the truth 
must, it wor~ld seem, somewhere be on 
record; HOPELESS, because the dis- 
cernment of it REQUIRES A SUPERHU- 

MAN DEGREE of knowledge and judg- 
ment and because means do not 
exist for demonstrating it conclusively” 
(Handbook to the Textnal Criticism of 
the New Testnnzent, by Frederick Ken- 

Men have failed because they have 
been relying on hffindiz  effort, when 
it requires snperhuman understanding. 
Scholars have relied on decaying heaps 
of paper as the cornerstone of their 
theories. But the cornerstone-the basis 
of proof-is not there.’! It requires the 
impiration, the direction, the revelation 
of God Almighty! 

yon, p. 6). 

Why Scholars Went Astray 

Science, technology, education - all 
have become the “gods of this world”! 
People rely 011 them for the answers. 
I t  woiild seem that they SHOULD HAVE 

the answers. 
But they do not! 
It is not enough to be educated; it 

is not enough to have knowledge. What 
these men needed the most that they 
lacked. Because they LACKED SPIRITUAL 

UNDERSTANDING, they couldn’t grasp 
the spiritual principles on which the 
preservation of the Bible is based. 

Because they lacked this basis-they 
c o d d  not iizterpvet the facts correctly. 

“A man who is unspiritual refuses 
what belongs to the Spirit of God; it 
is folly to him; HE CANNOT GRASP 
IT, because it needs to be judged in 
the light of the Spirit. A man gifted 
with the spirit can judge the worth of 
everything” ( I  Cor. 2 : 14, i‘\‘eiu English 
Bible). 

Scholars Admit Ignorance 

Biblical scholars and critics them- 
selves hnve rrdinitted that THEY DO NOT 

KNOW! In dealing with this problem- 
they must resort to opiizioizs, conjec- 
tiryes and theorier. 

“During the last thirty years, more- 
over, the conviction has been growing 
among New Testament scholars that 
New Testament textual criticism is not 
an objective science, governed by clear- 
ly defined rules or principles, but rather 
an art, in which the deciding factor is 
the subjective insight, or ‘common 
sense,’ of the critic” ( T h e  King James  
Version Defeizded!, Edward F. Hills, 
p. 1 3 ) .  

These t ex t id  critics adinjt that they 
are forced-in the last analysis-to rely 
on conjecture and opinion. 

“The methods of textual criticism 
may broadly be described as two in 
number-the comparison of doctrinal 
evidence, and conjecture . . . where the 
former [evidence) is wanting, the latter 
[conjecture) will have t o  try to take its 
place” (Hnndbook t o  the Textunl Cviti- 
ctsm o f  the h‘ezcl Testament, Frederick 
Kenyon, p. 7 ) .  

How Can You KNOW? 

Brethren, how can we know if we 
have the true text-the actual words 
written by host. who  God inspired? 

Must we rely on the theories, con- 
jectures and hypotheses of critics who 
admit that they do not R n o z ~ ~ ?  Where 
can we begin? 

W e  begin our understanding by te.rt- 
ii7g the Bible! 

“Do not quench the Spirit, do not 
despise prophesying, but TEST eveiy- 
thing; hold fast what is good” (I  
Thess. 5:19-21, Revised Standard Ver- 
sion). 

But how do we test the Bible to see 
if it is God’s Word?  Brethren, we 
should have already doize this - and 
should be doing it u o v !  For example, 
how do we know the Sabbath is to be 
kept? Is it only because the Bible tells 
us to observe i t?  No!  W e  know the 
Sabbath is to be kept by keepin<? it. 
The more we keep the Sabbath, the 
more we come to understand that it 
must be kept.  

W e  also test the Bible by seeing if 

its promises are really fulfilled. Psalm 
103:3 and James 5:14 show that God 
is our Healer-and we are to come to 
His ministers for anointing. If we have 
been ill-and haz,e been HEALED-We 
have tested God’s Word ! 

Another way we test His Word is 
by seeing the prophecies recorded in 
that book coming to pass. 

Bible Is Basis of Knowledge 

Here we have our “jumping off 
place” in proving how God has pre- 
served the Bible for us correctly. W e  
first prove that the Bible is a lioiizg 
book-backed up by a livitzg God! !  
Then we can turn to that book as the 
BASIS for an understanding of how and 
through whom God preserved His 
Word ! 

W e  begin to respect with great awe 
the God who created-and now nctively 
coiztro1.r this universe. W e  come to un- 
derstand He iiienizs whnt H e  sny.r-and 
SAYS WHAT HE MEANS! This “fear of 
the Lord is the beginiziufi of Rizozd- 
edge” (Prov. 1 :7), 

God reveals, “ALL SCRIPTURE is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness” 
(I1 Tim. 3:16). 

Since the Bible is divinely inspired 
-it means that God must have also 
PROVIDENTIALLY PRESERVED both the 
Old and New Testament text. Iuspir‘i- 
tion is meaningless unless there is also 
a providential preserz:ntioiz. Otherwise 
what is inspired would be lost! 

Brethren, the amazing truth is we do 
ml irll 011 the testimony of any Prot- 
estant church-or Catholic, for that mat- 
ter, concerning the preserration of the 
Bible ! Wc d o  not depeizd 011 the ideas 
and theories of critics. 

W e  nppenl to the SCRIPTURES WRIT- 

TEN in that \Vord to discover ?oh0 is 
re.rpoizsible for preserving the Bible. 
W e  then use the Bible-having already 
~ J ~ O I ~ P U  nll i f  tested its inspiration and 
therefore its divine preservation - to 
come to understand how God preserved 
His Holy Word! 

It is impossible to discern this knowl- 
edge through phy.rica1 menm ALONE ! 
It takes the spiritual mind of God as 
personified through the Bible-to give 

(Please coiztinue 012 page 1 7 )  



April, 1964 The GOOD NEWS 15 

Submit To 
Church Organization 

(Coiztrniied f r o m  page 8 )  

ministrative rank), Evangelists, Pastors 
and Elders. The Apostles realized the 
need for real orgaizizatioiz in God’s 
Work ! 

When widows were being neglected, 
and confnsioiz ensued, they ordained 
Deacons to organize a si’stem for taking 
care of these physical needs (Acts 
6:l-7). 

Later, God inspired Paul to write of 
the divinely ordained offices in His true 
Church: “And HE LGod, not any man) 
gave some, apostles; and some, proph- 
ets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers . . .“ (Eph. 4:11 j .  

Christ W a s  Organized 

But why? Crud ilxnwcrs, “For the per- 
fecting of the saints, for the zc~ork of 
the ministry, for the edifj,iu<q of the 
body of Christ, TILL we all come in 
the UNITY [THE SYSTEMATIZATION, 
ORDER, ORGANIZATION, HARMONIZA- 

TION} of the faith, and of the know1 
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
[COMPLETELY ORGANIZED) man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ . . .” (Eph. 4:12-13). 

Jesus was the most orderly man who 
ever lived. H e  did things in ORDER, 

His life was carefully ORGANIZED. 

Jesus did things EXACTLY ON TIME. 

He  was responsible for the meticulous, 
careful, exact fulfillment of literally 
DOZENS of all-important prophecies, 
on which hinged His very office and 
Messiahship ! 

The one great sign, the great PROOF 

He left of His DIVINITY was the exact 
time schedule, the way He and the 
Father had ORGANIZED the EXACT 

time of His time in the tomb and His 
resurrection ! 

Had there been the slightest confu- 
sion, the slightest variance from this 
promised sign (Matt, 12:40) ,  YOU 

WOULD HAVE NO SAVIOUR! 

When Jesus fed the four and the five 
thousand, He  said, “MAKE THE MEN 

SIT DOWN” (John 6: 10).  Jesus wanted 
perfect o,.de,.. Notice Luke’s account 
of the same event, “For they were 
about five thousand men. And H e  said 

to His disciples. ‘Make them sit down 
by  fifties in u company’ ” (Luke 9:14). 

Jesus was orderly, systematic, organ- 
Led ! 

He has inspired His true ministers to 
clearly see the great need for smoother 
and better ORGANIZATION within His 
own Church! Without it, God’s Work 
would not continue-it would be in 
chaos, confusion. 

With it, God’s Work is leaping ahead 
year by year to become the greatest 
Work in radio this world has ever seen ! 

Why Organization Is Needed 

Think for a moment, brethren! 
W e  have just observed the Days of 

Unleavened Bread. Pentecost is coming 
soon. In these Festivals we have multi- 
tudes of problems in making everything 
function smoothly. But especially at the 
Feast of Tabernacles do we meet many 
myriad organizational problems. 

Let me give you just a LITTLE bit 
of a n  insjght into what is BEHIND il 

successful Feast of Tabernacles-or any 
successful Festival. 

Last year, with the Feast hnving been 
held at three locations in the United 
States, there were literally HUNDREDS 

of details to look after, things to organ- 
ize, systematize, get in order. 

For example, months and months in 
advance. many of you were making res- 
ervations for the booths. This took or- 
ganization. 

Crews of men had to see to the park- 
ii2g problems, carefully diagramming, 
laying out road systems, parking lanes, 
one-way streets, and traffic control. 
Every eventuality had to be considered, 
talked over, and written about. 

Whole crews were working toward 
providing song books, chairs, getting 
the big buildings in each place readied. 
In Squaw Valley, the fir.rt year, we 
had to have an architect draw up plans, 
and a lumber company b d d  a big stage 
for the sermons, one strong enough to 
hold an organ and grand piano, and 
the whole high-school choir ! 

There were meal tickets to be de- 
signed, printed and sold. Central regis- 
tration to be taken care of, with com- 
plete plans of each building, each motel, 
each camping area, each numbered and 
carefully catalogued. Each person had to 

be located as near as possible according 
to his own choice, and according to 
his needs, and yet according to the 
over-all considerations of space avail- 
ability, cost, size of room, nearness of 
facilities to the valley, and so on. All 
this took GREAT ORGANIZATION, it took 
PLANNING, it took myriads of HOURS 

Many ministers’ meetings wcrc called. 
A complete speaking schedule, which 
minister would go where, and when he 
would speak, had to be talked over, 
mulled about, prayed over, and ap- 
proved. These were then printed, and 
mailed to all ministers 

Complete counseling teams, sections 
A and B had to be selected, checked 
and approved, with a printed sheet then 
distributed. Ministers to be available for 
anointings at certain hours had to be 
scheduled, roving teams of men to help 
those on the grounds, in Booth City, in 
the camping area, or in the areas at 
Squaw Valley and Jekyll Island had to 
be assigned. 

Lettels had to be drafted and written, 
then sent out to the whole membership. 

Menus had to be carefully put to- 
gether, checked and approved. Then 
tons of food had to be ordered, and 
provisions made for storing it properly, 
having just enough always on hand, and 
yet preventing spoilage ! 

Busses had to either be purchased, 
leased or rented. Schedules had to be 
carefully set up, involving many hours 
of careful plariIiing, talking and check- 
ing. 

Dozens and dozens of personal ques- 
tions had to bc answered in advance by 
letter. Questions about housing, about 
extra bedding, about staying near a 
friend, about food, about ternperaturc, 
altitudes, extra second tithe, and a host 
of others. 

Students were working on acts, sing- 
ing, individual variety performances, 
working hard to put together an enjoy- 
able “fun show” for the members 

Men were laboring on the Big Sandy, 
Texas tabernacle grounds to clear 
brush, provide a nice area for a barbe- 
cue for hundreds of our older single 
people, the widows and widowers, the 
“eligibles” in God’s Church! 

Mr. Jackson was organizing special 
events, including spiritual meetings, 

OF TIME! 
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recreational activities for the colored 
brethren in God’s Church. 

Specially picked men from Pasadena, 
arriving days and days well in advance 
of the Feast in all three places had to 
look into the electrical systems, sewage 
and drainage systems, parking systems, 
availability of conference and mothers’ 
rooms, checking the public address sys- 
tems, getting plenty of key personnel 
placed in just the right areas, to help 
direct God’s people smoothly, orderly, 
so they could have a more enjoyable 
Feast ! 

And there were many, many more 
complex activities which I have not 
mentioned ! 

Brethren, all this took THOUGHT! It 
took PI.ANNINC., and  i t  took careful 
ORGANIZATION. 

God Blesses His Work 

God has truly BLESSED His Work 
by sending more and more truly 
CAPABLE men and women, truly ded- 
icated and consecrated to His service, 
who are carrying vital responsibilities 
in His Church. 

He has blessed His Work with hum- 
ble, hard-working, zJolnizteer laborers, 
zoho are iiot beiizx paid for their serv- 
ices to others during the Feasts, to make 
it more and more enjoyable for YOU! 

Yes, this is truly a great blessing! 
But wait! Something is wrong! Some- 

thing is still LACKING! 

WHY are some of you people, claim- 
ing to be the very men and women of 
God, REBELLIOUS TOWARD AUTHORITY ! 
Why do some BALK at any direction? 
Why are so many STIFF-NECKED toward 
local Pastors, Deacons, servers, traffic 
directors, and ushers? 

BECAUSE SOME ARE YET CARNAL- 

THEY ARE REBELLIOUS, STIFF-NECKED, 

UNCONVERTED ! 
If this means You-then it is time 

to HEED! 

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith; PROVE your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates ?” (I1 Cor. 1 3  : 5 ) .  

But God is leading His servants more 
and more to realize these harmful atti- 
tudes must be weeded out! 

Look at a huge “mechanical brain.” 

A great computer. Here is indeed an 
electronic marvel. The machine is to 
perform a certain task. 

But a small, tiny tube becomes de- 
fective. It cannot perform its task, it is 
disorgunized, operating sporadically. 

Will the operator of the machine 
simply allow the machine to operate at 
less than ONE PER CENT efficiency, 
bccause of one small tube ? Certainly not ! 

No-he would replace that defective, 
unco-operative tube IMMEDIATELY ! 

He would get a NEW one, or else 
repair that one, so the machine could 
operate smoothly, orderly, efficiently ! 

You may have an eight-cylinder auto- 
mobile. But if only ONE cylinder is 
not functioning, your car is thrown 
completely out of harmony. T t  sputters 
and smokes, running on about $’? 

power, at less speed, and much greater 
gasoline consumption. What do you 
do? Just LEAVE IT THAT WAY? 

Of course not! You change it-or 
you get it repaired ! 

It is the same in GOD’S ORGANIZA- 

W e  have a vitally important JOB 

to do. It entails our church attendance, 
our faithful tithing, our attendance at 
annual Festivals. 

It means we are REQUIRED, OBLI- 

GATED, to co-operate, to obey. When 
God’s own ORDAINED APOSTLE calls 
upon you to send in for meal tickets, 

When a traffic director at any Sab- 
bath service or Festival says, “Go thi.r 
way,” then DO it! When an announce- 
ment says DO NOT drive your cars 
from the camp area to services-then 

When  an announcement during 
Pentecost services this year comes ask- 
ing for volunteer help, then HELP! 

When Mr. Armstrong asks you to 
send in your second tithe for the Festi- 
val of Tabernacles in advance, to insure 
proper registration, then SEND it! 

Thc Apostlc Paul said the PROOF of 
real Christianity is OBEDIENCE ! 

“For to this end also did I write, 
that I might know the p o o f  of you, 
whether ye be obedient in all things!” 
(I1 Cor. 2 : 9 ) .  

Yes, brethren, if you really ARE a 
member of God’s own Church-You 

TION ! 

THEN DO IT! 

DO NOT DO IT! 

HAVE STERN OBLIGATIONS ! 

God issues orders! He gives com- 
mands! God EXPECTS ABSOLUTE, UN- 

Is that unreasonable? Is it not the 
very ESSENCE of your Bible? 

In the book of Genesis, God “COM- 

MANDED the man, saying . . .” (Gen. 
2:16), and in the book of Revelation, 
He inspired John to write, “Blessed are 
they that DO HIS COMMANDMENTS. . .” 
(Rev. 2 2 : 1 4 ) .  

Abraham is the father of the faithful 
because he OBEYED God unquestion- 
ingly! (Gen. 26:5). 

QUESTIONING OBEDIENCE ! 

Our Awesome Responsibility 

Brethren, listen ! 
In every worldly government, every 

society, every club, lodge, group, every 
church, every university, ez!ery group of 
nzeii, GROWTH was always synonymous 
with DECAY! 

Getting bigRer meant getting more 
LAX, lesseniug controls, government, 
real principles, basic truths. 

Nations grow fat and lazy, lacking 
purpose and drive. Churches get big 
and unwieldy, and resort to HUMAN 

government ! 

let this happen in the very Church of 
God ! 

The BIGGER we grow, the better 

more simplified, the more streamlined 
and EFFICIENT we must become! 

We  must become more OBEDIENT ! 
More RESPONSIVE! W e  must have that 
utter spontaneity, that quickness to 
help, to obey, to follow directions that 
comes from a truly converted, humble 
mind ! 

W e  must LOVE one another, and 
RESPECT offices God is using, no mat- 
ter how slight or small they may seem 
to be! God says they are important! 

Let’s make this Pentecost-1964- 
the most organized, efficient and en- 
joyable Festival ever. Brethren-all of 
us need to co-operate one hundred per 
cent!-in everything. 

We have the AWESOhIB responsibility 
of UNITEDLY, with ORDER and ORGANI- 

ZATION-performing God’s own corn- 
mission to His people in this age- 
and w e  have got to  get i t  done! It is 
REQUIRED of us! Will w e  d o  it? 

WE CANNOT-and WE WILL NOT 

urganized, the mure J yJIerriahed, the 
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Is The Bible A Protestant Book? 
(Continued f r o m  page 14)  

us the basis for all this understanding. 
The physical facts of history do not 

f o r m  the basic proof concerning the 
preservation of the Old or New Testa- 
ment text. W e  nppeal to aizd xre phy.ri- 
cal knowledge only after we discover 
what God reveals in His authoritative 
Word. 

Bible Supernaturally Preserved 

Christ promised Hi.r disciples (and 
that includes u s )  that He  would su- 
pernaturally preserve His Word. “For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, ONE JOT OR ONE TITTLE 

shall in izo wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5 : 1 8 ) .  

Christ wstated these words again in 
Matthew 2 4 : 3 5 ,  “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, hut n7.p words SHALL 

NOT PASS nzc,ny.” God has promised- 
and He cannot lie (Tit. 1:2)-to pre- 
serve His Word for LIS today, 

God even records an example of His 
ability to preserve His Word for us to- 
day. Turn to Jeremiah 36. In Verse 2, 
Jeremiah is told to take a roll of the 
book and write in certain prophecies 
concerning Israel and Judah. Baruch 
read all the words “in the ears of all 
the people” (Verse 10). In Verse 15 
we find he read it before nll the princes. 
Finally in Verse 21 the scroll was read 
in the ears of the kiizg. 

Now notice what happened. “And it 
came to pass, that when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, he cut it with the 
penknife, and c u t  it INTO THE FIRE 

that was on the hearth, until all the 
1.011 war cotr.r.wzerl in the fire that was 
on the hearth” (Verse 2 3 ) .  

Here then is the fir.rt r ecoded  at- 

Was Hr able to restore and preserve 
those words? 

“Then took Jeremiah another roll, 
and gave it to Baruch the scrihe, the 
son of Neriah; who wrote therein from 
the mouth of Jeremiah ALL THE WORDS 

of the book which Jehoiakim king of 
Judah had hi/ixed in the fire: and there 
were ADDED BESIDES unto them many 
like words” (Jer. 3 6 : 3 2 ) .  

God was able-iiz .rpite o f  meiz-to 
totally preserve His Word ! 

tet72pt T O  DESTROY GOD‘S H O L Y  W O R D !  

Who Preserved Old Testament? 

Who  was responsible for preserving 
the Old Testament Scriptures? Was it 
the Catholic Church, Protestant denomi- 
nations, secular heathen scholars ? 

None of these were ! 
It was left to the Jews! 
“What advantage then hath the Jew? 

. . . Much every way: chiefly, because 
that unto them were committed the 
ORACLES OF GOD” (Rom. 3 : l ) .  

The physical church in the wilcler- 
ness-which became ancient Israel and 
Judah-with finally only Judah left 
(I1 Kings 17:18) had the  AUTIIORITY 

FROM GOD to copy and preserve His 
Old Testament. 

The Jews were responsible for the 
preservation, copying and transmission 
of God’s Word-the Old Testament. 
But it was not left up to each indi7,idunl 
Jew. The leaders of the Jewish com- 
inunity were given the responsibility for 
the transmission of the Old Testament. 

In Jesus’ day only a portion of the 
tribe of Judah was left in Palestine. 
Those in authority-to be responsible 
for preserving His Word-were clearly 
pointed oiit by Christ. 

Pharisees in Moses’ Sent 

“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, 
and to his disciples, Saying, T h e  scribes 
and the Phari.rees sit iiz Moses’ seat: All 
therefore whatsoever they bid you ob- 
serve, THAT OBSERVE AND DO; but do 
not ye after their works: for they say, 
and do not” (Matt. 23: 1 - 3 ) .  

The important point to note is- 
that they did “Sdy”’!! That is, they 
taught from the very book they did not 
obey! 

In Acts 15 we have the first recorded 
Ministerial Conference of the Church 
of God. Turn to Verse 19. James says, 
“Wherefore my sentence is, that we 
trouble not them, which from among 
the Gentiles are turned to God: But 
that we write unto them, that they nb 
stain from pollutions of idols, and from 
fornication, and from things strangled, 
and from blood. 

“For MOSES {the Old Testament, 
especially the law) hath in every city 
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Ambassador College Photo 
A page  from Tyndole’s N e w  Testoment. An 
original copy i s  in the Ambassador College 
Library at Pasadena. The first English transla- 
tion directly from the Greek. Tyndolc was 

strongled to deoth for his efforts. 

them that PREACH HIM, beiizg read ii? 
the synagogues every Sabbath day!” 

The Jews were preserving-even 
orally the Old Testament. James, as 
the leader of God’s Church told the 
converts IN TOTAL FAITH, that they 
could rely on what the Jews preserved. 

How could anything be clearer ! 
They did teach and orally rend God’s 

Word (Acts 15 :21 ;  Luke 4 : 1 6 ,  17).  
Even though they were hypocrites and 
did not obey those words-neverthe- 
less they were in authority. Christ said 
so! 

They were religiously careful and 
meticulous in preserving that Word. 

Carefully Preserved 

Joseph Angus, in his Bible Hand- 
book, states on page 27, “Some words 
[of the Old Testament) have odd 
marks over them not understood, per- 
haps originating in an accidental splut- 
ter of the pen, but faithfdly repeated hi 
every cupy. 

“The books have notes appended, 
stating such points as the N U M B E R  OF 
WORDS and thc middle wuici. 

“In addition to what appears in our 
Bibles, there are huge collections of 
Massoretic notes, dealing with such mat- 
ters as how OFTEN each letter. of the 
Hebrew alphabet occurs in the Old 
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Desiderius Erasmus. One of the first to publish 
and make available the New Testament in 

Greek. 

Testament, and how many verses con- 
tain all the letters of the alphabet. 

“All this fills us with amazement, 
and with thankfulness for the micro- 
scopic accuracy with which these men 
did their work of preserving the sacred 
text.” 

God Controlled Preservation 

God revealed in Matthew 2 3 : l - 3  
that He DOES NOT necessarily use con- 
verted people to do His will. We  saw 
previously, that God had given the 
leaders of the Jel-ui~h c o m m z m i ~ y  the 
task of preserving His Word. 

They were hypocrites! They were 
proad.’ They were murderers! THEY 
WERE TOTALLY UNCONVERTED ! 
Yet, as we clearly saw, they were given 
the responsibility of preserving the 
Scriptures ! 

That is why you need the faith of 
God-To KNOW that He has the power 
to control the preservation of the Holy 
Bible. The scholars lack this faith. 
Hence, they make wrong assumptions. 

The Jews preserved the Old Testa- 
ment. It made no difference whether 
they believed what they preserved 
(Rom. 3 : l - 4 ) .  God made them pre- 
serve His word in spite of themselves. 

But the Jews rejected Christ. He  be- 
came a stumbling block to them ( I  Cor. 
1 : 2 3 ) .  N o  longer could they be used 
to preserve Scriptures which openly 
disczissed the person and doctrine of 
Christ. From that moment on they 

COULD NOT BE USED to PreSeX’Ve any 
further additions to the Holy Scriptures. 

The task must pass to another people. 
When we see the BIBLE PROOFS AND 

PRINCIPLES clearly revealed concerning 
the Old Testament- we can apply 
those same principles to the preserva- 
tion of the New Testament, which 
generally lies outside the limits of 
Biblical history. 

To whom then was the New Testa- 
ment given for preservation and trans- 
mission ? 

Greeks Preserve New Testament 

Romans 1:16  reveals the answer. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ . . . to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.’’ 

God raised up the Apostle Paul to 
go to the Greeks. They received the 
New Testament oracles-and became 
responsible for their preservation and 
transmission. 

W e  saw the principle in Romans 
1:16  that God was going to use the 
Greek-speaking world to preserue and 
copy the New Testament Canon. The 
leading Apostles and officials of His 
New Testament Church WROTE and 
under divine inspiration were led to 
COMPILE THE CANON. The Greeks had 
nothing t o  do with these two great 
functions. The apostolic era of the 
Church oJ God completed these two 
great acts. 

But the Greeks were given the re- 
sponsibility to copy and transmit the 
New Testament Canon. 

The truth of Romans 1 : 16 dovetails 
with many interesting historical develop- 
ments that took place in the first cen- 

Where was the Apostle John when 
he wrote the book of Revelation? He 
was on the island of Patmos (Rev. 1 : 9 ) .  
Where was this island? In the Greek- 
speaking world! 

Where were the churches to which 
the Apostle Paul wrote most of his 
epistles? In Asia Minor-the Greek- 
speaking world! ( I  Pet. 1 : 1 ) .  The 
“Ephesian Era” of God’s Church was 
located here. 

tury A.D. 

Preserved in Greek World 
by Orthodox Church 

The point is that the original copies 

of the manuscripts were in the Greek- 
speaking world to begin with. They 
were NOT in Latin-speaking Italy! They 
were origiIially written in Greek. 

God does not carry out His Work in 
a clandestine, secretive manner. He  
does it in a public way! As the Apostle 
Paul told Festus, “I am persuaded that 
none of these things are hidden from 
him; for h i s  thing was not done in a 
corner” (Acts 2 6 : 2 6 ) .  

The Ephesian Era of God’s True 
Church gradually left its first love. 
It began to dabble in worldly poli- 
ticking. It continued in the world-as 
part of the ,world-under Polycarp arid 
Polycrates. 

In this area of the world the Truth 
of God longest remained. Here is the 
record preserved by Eusebius : 

“For neither could Anicetus {the 
bishop of Rome] persuade Polycarp not 
to observe it {the Passover), because 
he had always observed it with {ohn the 
Ji~~ip’Lle u l  uur Lord, and THE K E S ~  

OF THE APOSTLES with whom he associ- 
ated; and neither did Polycarp persuade 
Anicetus to obscrvc, who said that he 
was bound to MAINTAIN THE PRAC- 
TICE OF THE PRESBYTERS BEFORE 
HIM” (Ecc. Hist., Eusebius, bk. 5 ,  
chap. 2 4 ) .  

This was around 1 5 0  A.D.  Polycarp 
of Greek Asia Minor was still preserv- 
ing the Truth! He was a disciple of the 
Apostle John. 

Fifty years later, Polycrates-a d i ~ -  
ciple of Polycarp-had further troubles 
with Rome. But he still maintained the 
practice of the Passover. Rome had no 
authority except the traditions of men 
who came before them. 

Just as did the Jews, the vast segment 
of the ovganized, visible body in the 
Greek world began to drift further and 
further from the Tru th .  Only an 
insignificant minority remained faithful. 
But just as the Jews preserved the 
true text of the Old Testament so the 
Greeks still preserved the true New 
Testament text even though they did 
not obey it! 

This worldly Greek church passed 
under the jurisdiction of Constantine. 
But it REFUSED TO SUBMIT to the 
authority of the Bishop of Rome. It 
exists today as the Greek Orthodox 
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Church. It is in tzo shape or manner 
related to the Church of God-but it 
is STILL PRESERVING AND REPRODUC- 
ING the Greek New Testament with 
accuracy ! 

Is it significant that we call both 
Jews and Greeks who prc=Smwd the 
Bible in the original languages “Ortho- 
dox”? Did you know that it means 
“one who thinks straight or correctly” 
about the text? 

True Manuscripts Rejected 

It may come as a shock for you to 
know that scholars have rejected ninety- 
five per cent of all extant Greek manu- 
scripts of the Bible. These are the VERY 

MANUSCRIPTS which have been pre- 
served by the Greek-speaking world- 
those to whom God gave the responsi- 
bility for copying and preserving His 
Word. Instead, modern Protestant trans- 
lators and critics turn to the COR- 

RUPTED five per cent of manuscripts 
found in Egypt and the Latin-speaking 
w n v l d !  

These Byzantine manuscripts have 
been rejected due to the false ideas and 
theories of men. Here is how uninspired 
critics reason : 

“It is necessary to begin [in order 
to find the true text) by examining 
the extant manuscripts to see . . . which 
ure the oldest and therefore probably 
nearer to the truth” (Frederick Ken- 
yon, T h e  Text  of the Greek Bible, p. 
1 3 ) .  

Critics’ False Assumptions 

The erroneous reasoning is that the 
oldest one is the best-an idea based 
on the FALSE ASSi lMPTiON that m v w s  

woirld automatically creep into the text. 
“The task of the textual critic is, in 

brief, to counteract the errors of the 
copyist-and THESE ERRORS ARE MANY” 

(Frederick Kenyon, Handbook to the 
Textual Criticism of the N e w  Testa- 
ment, p. 7 ) .  

Scholars foolishly applied the princi- 
ples of criticizing secular literature to 
the Bible. 

“Lachmann, who was one of the first 
classical scholars of his day, applied to 
the text of the New Testament the 
SAME CRITICAL PRINCIPLES as he ap- 
plied to the texts of classical atlthors, 
ignoring the mass of h t c r  mclnuscripts, 

and relying wholly upon the more 
ancient” (Frederick Kenyon, T h e  Text  
of the Greek Bible, p. 162). 

To continue: “The manuscripts of 
the New Testament fall into two great 
classes, ,those which support what is 
known as the Textus Receptus, and 
those which depart from it. The Textus 
Receptus is familiar to us in the Author- 
ized Version [King James); and is sup- 
ported by a VAST NUMERICAL MAJORITY 
OF MANUSCRIPTS. On the other hand, 
there is a type of text which often 
departs very markedly from the Textus 
Receptus . . . the remarkable feature 
about it is that it includes the earliest 
testimony . . . and CONSEQUENTLY its 
weight is greater” (Frederick Kenyon, 
Handbook to  the Textzlal Criticism of 
the N e w  Testament, p. 59) .  

The King James Version is then 
based on this vast numerical majority 
of Greek manuscripts God had pre- 
served and which have been rejected 
by men. And why? Because men have 
assumed the older manuscripts arc the 
better. 

Are Older Ones More Correct? 

But these critics overlooked one very 

simple principle. If a book wears out 
through use-what does one do? He  
destroys the worn out copy and buys 
a new one! 

This  is exactly what both the Jews 
and Greeks did with old manuscripts! 

“EVCII the strange disappearance of 
more ancient manuscripts has been 
ascribed to the same difficulty . . . 
when too much worn for usc they were 

DESTROYED, lest they should suffer any 
profanation” (Joseph Angus, Bible 
Handbook, p. 2 5 ) .  

The Greeks did the same: 
“The monks of the Byzantine Period 

followed the JEWISH PRACTICE OF 

DESTROYING their sacred books, when 
they finally had become tattered and 
unsightly from constant use, and re- 
placed them with fresh copies” (Ed- 
ward F. Hills, T h e  King Jumes Version 
Defended, p. 4 2 ) .  

This makes good common sense. But 
scholars have been too near the tree 
to see the forest. The oldest in years 
arc not necessarily the most correct. 
Upon whom did God bestow the re- 
sponsibility of copying His manuscripts ? 
That is the crux question!! It is quitc 
clear that IT WAS THE GREEKS in the 

Avignon, France. A Woldensian bookseller burned with two Bibles around his neck. The crime? 
He sold Bibles! 
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John Wyclif. Firs? to translate the Latin Vulgate 
info English. 

Greek-speaking world who had this 
responsibility. 

Constantinople Falls 

It was not until 1453, with the fall 
of Constantinople to the Turks, that 
the Byzantine texts and manuscripts 
were brought to Europe. 

Erasmus-a humanist scholar-who 
was izeither doctrinally Protestaizt nor 
Catholic, was the editor of the first 
printed Greek New Testament (1516) 
It was based on the newly discovered 
Byzantine manuscripts. Immediately, 
other editions were printed in Greek- 
these were all based on the Byzantine 
manuscripts and agreed very closely. 
“Their variations from one another are 
so minute that they may truthfully be 
said to possess ONE SINGLE TEXT” 

(Edward F. Hills, T h e  King Jnmes 
Version Defended ,  p. 120). 

Finally, in 1611, the stnizdavd STATE 

fraizrlntioiz was made from these manu- 
scripts and editions-it became called 
the Kiiz‘y James Version! 

But it is important to remember that 
to this day God is still hnuing the 
GREEK MANUSCRIPTS copied and pre- 
served in the Greek-speaking world ! 

But this is only part of the story. 

Bible Burnings Begin 

John Wyclif made the first transla- 
tion into English around 1380. Luther 
did the same in German between 1522- 

1534. Tyndale translated the true Greek 
texts into English around 1525. 

It was at this time that BIBLE BURN- 

I N G ~  WERE BEGUN in England. The 
first such event occurred in 1527 at 
St. Paul’s Cross, London. Tyndale’s 
second edition was burned in 1530. 
Later there were wholesale burnings of 
the trandations of Wyrlif, Tyndala, 
Coverdale and others. 

The historian Gilbert Burnet wrote 
in his T h e  History of the  Reformation: 
“The bishops were MUCH OFFENDED at 
the translations of the New Testament 
by Tyndale, Joyce, and others; and pro- 
ceeded severely against those who read 
them” (Vol. 3, p. 98) .  

“When the CLERGY CONDEMNED 
Tyndale’s translation of the New Testa- 
ment, they declared they intended to set 
out a true translation of it; which many 
thought was never truly designed by 
them, BUT ONLY PRETENDED, that they 
might restrain the curiosity. 

“There was a paper drawn up . . . 
the contents of which were, ‘That the 
king called together many . . . to 
examine some books [the Bible) lately 
set out in the English tongue, they 
had agreed to condemn them . . . they 
were of the opinion . . . that the KING 

DID WELL not to set it {the Bible) out 
at that time in the English tongue.’ 

“So by this all the hopes of a trans- 
lation of the scriptures vanished” (Vol. 

This was the attitude of the EnRlish 
clergy at the time. These were the men 
who were tzominal Catholics before 
1533-4 and became nominal Protestants 
in November of the latter year! 

There was no rejoicing! There was 
no great happiness that the people could 
have God’s Word. Where was the atti- 
tude of David? “I REJOICE at thy word, 
as one that finds great spoil!” (Ps. 
119:162). 

1, p. 324-5). 

Catholic Bible Corrupt 

But now another question aiises 
which must be answered. Catholics 
claim that they presetxed the true text 
and were the guardians of Holy Writ 
throughout the centuries. 

THIS IS A LIE! 
As we have seen, God preserved the 

New Testament in the Greek-spenkinK 
wodd.’ The Latin world merely had a 

multiplicity of corrupted Latin versions. 
“Looking now finally at the Old 

Latin version as a whole . . . it belongs 
to and is a principal member of, that 
class of authorities which is distin- 
guished by the BOLDEST A N D  MOST 

STRIKING DEPARTURES from the Re- 
ceived Text” (Frederick Kenyon, Hnnd- 
hnnR fn  thP T P Y ~ I / ~ ~  Critirisin of the 
N e w  Testament, p. 216). 

The “scriptures” which Rome claims 
to have been preserving are the most 
corrnpt. Clearly, she has not been, is 
t20t tzow, and never will be the true 
depository of faith. 

Revision Ordered 

Pope Damasus ordered a revision of 
this Old Latin Bible around 370 A m .  

The scholar Jerome was handed the 
task. His revision became the Vulgate 
which has been the text of the Catholic 
Church ever since. But it is NOT THE 

TEXT of the King James Version-and 
was not the one preserved by God. 

Jerome himself used manuscripts of 
the Alexandrian type-preserved and 
copicd in Egjp t .  Again, he did izut m e  

the official text which God had pre- 
served. 

There was much opposition to his 
translation. Not until the Council of 
Trent (1546) did it become the stand- 
ard version of the Catholic Church. 

But that is not all. 
Here is what Jerome wrote to Pope 

Damasus around 382 A.D. 

“You urge me to revise the Old 
Latin version, and, as it were, to sit 
in judgment on the copies of the scrip- 
tures . . . if we are to pin our faith to 
the Latin texts, it is for our opponents 
to tell us which; for there are ALMOST 
AS MANY FORMS OF THE TEXT 
as there are copies” (Jerome, Preface 
to Vnlgrrte Versiou, Nicene and Post- 
Nicene Fathers, vol. 6 ) .  

Jerome attested to the corruptness of 
the Latin forms. But notice further what 
Jrioriir irveals: 

“If we are to glean the truth from a 
comparison of many, why not go back 
to the original Greek and correct the 
inistnkes introduced by iizncc.wate trni2.r- 
lators, and the bli%nderiiz~t nlterntions of 
confident hut ignorant rritirs, and 
further, all that has B E E N  INSERTED OR 

CHANGED by copyists more asleep than 
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awake” (Jerome, I.’//lgn/e Preface, Ni- 
cene and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. 6 ) .  

But there is yet more: 
“During all this time the original 

text of the Vulgate became greatly 
CORRUPTED. Again and again it was 
‘revised’ back to the favorite rendering 
of the Old Latin Text” (Henry Thies- 
sen, Introdltction to the N e w  Testament, 
p 6 0 )  

There you have it! 
The texts that the Catholic Church 

preserved were the mort corrupt They 
did not follow the true readings of the 
divinely preserved Greek manuscripts. 
Its revision was dependent on Egyptian 
mdnzm-ripts-again corrupt. The revised 
Vulgate also became corrupted. 

In Spite of Men 

Again, how clear that God has pre- 
served His Word in spite of the evil 
desires of the wicked! God’s Word 
would have perished long ago-if He  
would have allowed it. 

But God’s purpose stands! In our 
hands we have this priceless book that 
reveals God’s purpose and His laws to 
us. Let us not despise those words. 

“Ye are come unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God . . . 
let us . . . serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear: For our God 
is a consuming fire” (Heb. 1 2 : 2 2 - 2 9 ) .  

What Can 
Widows Do? 

(Contjnued from page 12) 

fatherless, the widow and the stranger. 
This, of course, is in addition to his 
regular first tithe which is given for 
the work of the ministry, and the sec- 
ond tithe, which is to be used for the 
annual Festivals. 

If God’s people will be fai thful  in 
supplying this third tithe in the appro- 
priate year, we will not have to worry 
about the support of widows who have 
need. However, if some in God’s 
Church feel it is nnt important to save 
back this third tithe and to contribute 
it for this support, there will not be suf- 
ficient funds for the church to provide 
where there is a genuine need. Brethren, 
if you have not faithfully saved your 

third tithe, you milst BbGlN TO D O  
SO in your third and sixth years if yon 
ever expect to receiue God’s blessiizgs 
and ultirriately enter His Kingdom! 

Remember the promise in Malachi 3 
is that God will “open you the windows 
of hcaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it” (Mal. 3 : l O ) .  But it is only 
by being faithful to God’s law that 
God can bless us richly. And our bless- 
ings then go to contribute to and help 
support the widows, fatherless and 
those who have a need and are eligible 
for it under the boundaries of God’s 
law. 

To Sum It Up 
Widows play a very active and im- 

portant part in the Church of God. The 
Bible specifically gives many illustra- 
tions in the lives of widows. These 
examples show that there is much for 
a widow to do in God’s Church. She 
is to be a teacher of the younger women 
and an example for them to follow. 
She is to serve and help physically in 
the Church wherever possible. And she 
is to direct her time to fasting and 
prayer so the entire Work of God can 
surge ahead as a result of the prayers 
of its members. 

Through these means, a widow can 
and should feel she has a definite place 
in God’s Church and in the soon- 
coming Kingdom of God. She, too, 
will reign and rule with Jesus Christ! 

Inspiring Church - College Growth 
(Conlinued f r o m  page 6 )  

you brethren! For it vividly points out 
the crying NEED for more ministers, as- 
sistants and Local Elders throughout 
the churches and Bible studies EVERY- 

WHERE around the world ! 
When you hear about the plans tor 

our third Ambassador College near Big 
Sandy, Texas, and of the building pro- 
grunz” and other growth on our other 
two campuses, realize deeply how 
NEEDED are the products of God’s col- 
leges. PRAY for the Ambassador Col- 
leges! PRAY for the students-the in- 
structors-the ministers-and for those 
conducting the Building Program ! 

Ask God’s blessing and guidance and 
inspirution to be upon these activities 
which make possible the future SERVICE 

of so many hundreds of young people. 
They are training for the very W o r k  
of Jesus Christ! 

Obey Jesus’ command: “PRAY ye 
therefore the Lord of the hdruest, that 
h e  will send forth labourerr into his 
harvest” (Matt. 9:38) .  

God’s Church GROWS 
in West Texas! 

After many years of patient waiting, 
the brethren in West Texas have re- 
cently been blessed with churchcs of 
their own! God finally rewarded their 
earnest prayers by starting two new 
chnrches - the Amnriflo and Odrssn 
Churches of God ! 

Last June, in answer to the growing 

needs of the brethren in the Texas Pan- 
handle, Mr. Roger Foster came down 
from Wichita to begin a monthly Bible 
study in Amarillo. At every meeting 
about 100 to 112 brethren attended, 
and more were baptized at a picnic in 
August. Later that same month, plans 
began to take shape for regular churches 
to be founded in West Texas. Mr. 
Kenneth Swisher, District Superintend- 
ent, came “out West” expecting to 
meet about 60 people for a Bible study 
and picnic. But to his surprise and joy 
three times that number-about 180- 
came from far and near! Mr. Swisher 
exhorted them to pray earnestly for a 
local church and assured them that 
when they really qualified for one, God 
would provide it. 

By late summer, therefore, the de- 
cision came from Pasadena Headquar- 
ters that Mr. David Albert-at the time 
on a nation-wide baptizing tour-would 
be sent to West Texas to found these 
new churches. The first opportunity for 
the area brethren to meet together- 
just before the Feast of Tabernacles- 
was at the Feast of Trumpets. The com- 
bined attendance for the area was 224 
for the Feast of Trumpcts! Brethren 
came from Oklahoma and New Mexico 
as well as Texas, and expressed their 
gratitude for the services and the forth- 
coming local churches. 

After the Feast, the first regular 
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S&dtb seruices were held. As stated 
above, Mr. David Albert was designated 
to be the new pastor of the churches 
to be started in West Texas. Mr. Albert 
was Vice President of the Student Body 
of Ambassador College in his senior 
year, and, after graduation, led a nation- 
wide baptizing tour before marrying the 
former Miss Carol Judy. After marriage 
and a brief honeymoon, they headed 
straight for West Texas and began 
visiting, conducted the Holy Day serv- 
ices mentioned above, and after the 
Feast were there to take charge of the 
regular services for God’s people in 
West Texas. 

Mr. David Albert’s Report 

Now let’s hear the rest of the story 
in Mr. Albert’s own words: “Once 
back {from the Feast), we had our 
first Sabbath services on October 12. 
Our first attcndance in Amarillo still 
stands as the record-202 ! It was swol- 
len by the ranks of the Ambassador 
College Chsrclle who sang joyfully at 
our first meeting. W e  were all thrilled 
to have them with us as we were just 
beginning. The enthusiasm and happi- 
ness they infused in the brethren gave 
us a real send-off. We  only wish we 
could have them back again ! 

“The attendance at Odessa was 128 
for our first Sabbath service. This figure 
has risen to nearly 160 on some occa- 
sions, with about 125  being the average 
attendance in both churches. Though 
not very large in comparison to some 
of God’s Churches in larger cities, we 
have been blessed with a good, strong 
start in Amarillo and Odessa, and we 
expect much growth in the future! 

“But recently came the most im- 
portant area developments since the 
churches were established-Spokesmatz 
Clubs! As I write this, we have just 
finished our first regular meeting in 
Amarillo last night. In both clubs, we 
started with a good nucleus of nearly 
two dozen enthusiastic men. As usual, 
none were polished speakers yet but all 
the men are striving to fulfill the high 
purpose of the club-developing the 
whole personality, having true fhriqtinn 
fellowship, learning God’s government 
in action, and growing in leadership and 
service. 

“To those of you who already have 

the blessing of a rliurch iri your aKd, 
we know you will rejoice with ZLS and 
realize how much each of these bless- 
ings mean. And to those of you who 
do not as yet have a local church, we 
hope that this report will be a source of 
inspiration and encouragement. Know- 
ing what it is like to be without one, we 
will continue to pray with you that 
God will send more laborers into His 
harvest (Matt. 9:38), and that you, 
too, will be blessed with a minister and 
church in your area soon!” 

Bringing God’s HEADQUARTERS 
Close to the Field Churches 

As Superintendent of Ministers in 
the United States, one of my personal 
j u t s  is LU watch over this growth and 
progress which God is making possible 
in the churches and Bible studies 
throughout America. Working closely 
with Mr. Ted Armstrong, Mr. Albert 
Portune and others, I regularly read and 
ztiidy the ministerial reports from all 
over the nation, write the ministers 
about their plans and problems, and try 
to give them guiddtzce and preserve the 
wonderful spiritual UNITY which Christ 
has made possible in this era of His 
Church. 

With this in mind, some of us here 
on the administrative team at God’s 
Headquarters will be flying out to visit 
the field churches from time to time. 
W e  hope to bring the members into 
closer personal contact and acqzidint~nce 
with events and developments at God’s 
Headquarters and in the over-all Work 

of God around the earth, to develop 
an intimate working relationship with 
all of God’s local ministers, and in 
cvcry way to preserve and-il pumiblt. 
- e v e n  increase the UNITY which Christ 
has given us in His Church. 

My wife and I have already madc 
the first two of these “field church 
visits”-first to the Denver-Pueblo 
Church area, and more recently to the 
Dallas-Houston Church area. 

Last Thanksgiving, we flew back to 
Denver where we were met at the air- 
port by Mr. and Mrs. Burk McNair- 
the local pastor and his wife. After 
driving in from the airport and eating 
a quick snack in place of dinner, we 
immediately drove to the church meet- 
ing place to conduct the Wednesday 
night Bible study. There was a very 
enthusiastic crowd, and I was able to 
bring the brethren there much news 
from Headquarters in a personal way. 
Afterward, continuing till about mid- 
night, I was able to help Mr. McNair 
solve some very difficult marriage and 
divorce problems which had been pend- 
ing for some time. 

Ncxt day, Thanksgiviiig, wc jour- 
neyed up to the church property near 
Lyons, Colorado, and were able to look 
over the entire property including a 
fine mountain home and out-buildings. 
We tried to get definite information on 
the salability of this property and make 
a personal report on this to Mr. Arm- 
strong and our Business Manager upon 
returning. 

That evening, we had a belated din- 
ner and were joined by Mr. Bill Quil- 

They waited a long time1 Brethren mcct for servicsa at Amorillo, Texus. 
Ambossador College Photo 
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len, the Local Elder, and his charming 
wife. We became very much better 
acquainted with them, and were also 
able to invite Mr. Quillen to stay in 
our home during his visit to Pasadena 
for the Ministerial Conferences. 

Friday morning, we were able to visit 
a local real estate man and make a 
tentative listing for the sale of the 
church property. Immediately afterward, 
we began our journey south to Pueblo 
to conduct the Friday night Bible study 
there that evening. As in Denver, after 
the Pueblo study we were also kept up 
to nearly midnight discussing some very 
serious spiritual and marriage problems 
with certain church members. 

But I would like to point out that 
having an Evangelist there from He&- 
quarters was certainly a tremendous 
help in each o f  these sitziatioizs. 

Next morning, we conducted the Snb 
bath services in Pueblo, then jumped in 
the car and hurried north again to Den- 
ver to conduct the  afternoon services 
there. W e  were greeted by an all-time 
record Denver church attendance of 
351 smiling and enthusiastic brethren ! 

Once again, after the Denver serv- 
ices we were so busy with the brethren 
and their problems that we h a d  no 
time to eat. W e  had to proceed directly 
to the meeting place for the Saturday 
night Denver Spokesman Club, where 
we conducted and evaluated the meeting. 

Getting in bed for the third time in 
a row after midnight, we slept a little 
late the next morning, but were on the 
road by 1 O : O o  a.m. south and east to 
La Junta, Colorado, for a combined 
Spokesman Club meeting with the two 
Denver clubs and the Liberal, Kansas 
club participating. This gave me an 
opportunity to see Mr. Roger Foster- 
pastor of the Wichita and Liberal 
Churches, and Mr. Ray Jantzen, Local 
Elder in Liberal, and to evaluate some 
of the leading men in both areas in 
their speeches and table topics com- 
ments. 

After an enthusiastic meeting with a 
great deal of warm, personal visiting 
and fellowship afterward, we arrived 
home once again very late and got to 
bed some time around midnight. W e  
caught a plane the next morning back 
to Pasadena and the busy routine of 
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classes to teach, articles to write, stu- 
dents to counsel, and administrative 
ministerial details from all over the 
nation to handle. 

After this busy trip, my wife and I 
were certainly tired-but nevertheless 
wery hcrppy with the feeling that thc 
trip to the Denver area had been zuorth- 
whi le  in many ways. 

Visit to the Dallas-Houston Area 

Then, just recently, we flew back to 
the Dallas-Houston church area where 
we were met by Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Prince and Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Battles 
at the Dallas airport. Eating and visit- 
ing with them, discussing the growth, 
potentials and problems in the area, we 
were able to get a personal feeling re- 
garding the situation in this major 
church area before services began the 
next morning. 

Sabbath morning, I was privileged 
to speak to a record crowd in Dallas 
with 507 brethren in attendance! Fol- 
lowing a brief but enthusiastic visiting 
period after services, we jumped in the 
car with Mr. and Mrs. Prince, local 
pastor of the area, and made the long 
drive to Houston for the afternoon 
services beginning there at 3 :30 p.m. 

In Houston also, we were greeted 
with a record attendance of 408 breth- 
ren ! With the services beginning and 
cnding late, we had time for only a 
brief snack following the services before 
attending the church social that night 
and becoming much better acquainted 
with the brethren in Houston. 

Getting to bed about 1 : O o  a.m. fol- 
lowing the church social we slept a 
little later the next morning but were 
able to talk with Mr. and Mrs. Prince 
about the area problems in Houston, 
and later that afternoon to spend time 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 
Martin, our Local Elder and his wife in 
the Houston area. Then, that evening, 
we attended a combined meeting of the 
Houston Spokesman Clubs and were 
able to hear many of the leading men 
in the area speak and comment, and 
therefore get much better acquainted 
with them, 

Catching the plane the next morning 
for Pasadena and classes that very after- 
noon, we again had the feeling of 
being “tired but happy”-realizing that 

we had a much closer contact with the 
brethren in the Dallas and Houston 
churches. W e  hoped that they, too, 
felt much closer to God’s Headquarters 
and had received enough extra spark, 
encouragement and correction to make 
our visit completely worthwhile. 

Pray for God’s POWER and 
UNITY in His Work! 

In the future, Mr. Garner Ted Arm- 
strong, Mr. Albert J. Portune, Mr. 
David Jon Hill .-Managing Editor of 
T h e  GOOD NEws-and some of our 
other leading Evangelists and Pastors 
from Headquarters may be making these 
flying “field church visits” for the pur- 
poses outlined above. 

Perhaps my brief summarization of 
the purpose of these trips and what is 
involved may help all of you to tinder- 
stand and look forward to these visits. 
PRAY with all your hearts that God may 
help all of us to love each oiher more 
deeply than ever and continue working 
together, in harmony, as the “team” 
which God has chosen to do His Work 
in this age-the very Body of Jesus 
Christ. 

Earnestly BESEECH God to send MORE 

LABORERS into His harvest that these 
new monthly and bi-monthly Bible 
studies may be turned into full-fledged 
chzlrches meeting regularly every Sab- 
h t h !  Ask our great God to move  and 
inspire the young men and women in 
the Ambassador Colleges to completely 
GIVE themselves into His hands to use! 
Ask God to m o v e  and prevail on more 
older men of ability in all the local 
churches to completely szirremder them- 
selves into His hands to use as Deacons, 
Local Elders and dedicated LEADERS in 
each local area feeding the flock of 
God ! 

PRAY for God’s direct blessing on 
the Building Program-and do y o w  
part-that the much-needed facilities 
for TRAINING the ministers and other 
personnel in God’s Work may be built 
with speed and precision ! Remember 
that we are STILL very inzich ilz’ the 
“azlsterity year”! 

As a united “team,” we must tighten 
our belts and DRJYE HARD and SACRI- 

FICE that the commission Christ has 
given this era of His Church may truly 
be “well  done” to His honor and glory! 



MEMORIAL HALL 

T H E  
T E-NVOW Will Take  You There! 

Not many can afford a trip to beautiful MEMORIAL HALL in Bricket Wood, England, but we can all afford 
the next best thing-a guided tour through the pages of the 1964 ENVOY! The beautiful scenes above are only 
a “key-hole” glimpse of the type of color coverage featured in this year’s ENVOY. ORDER NOW to insure 
an early June delivery.  

P.S. - WE’RE HOLDING THE PRICE LINE IN SPITE OF RISING COSTS - STILL ONLY FIVE DOLLARS 
FOR THE AMERICAN EDITION! 


